
 

 Servants in Worship

Worship Leader ........................................................... Darby Standefer
Greeters ........................................................................ Koinonia Class
Acolyte(s) ........................................................................................TBA
Red Book Pickup ...................................... Debby Demos /Bryce Wynn
Wiggle Time ................................................................Shannon Beattie
Deacons Coordinator .......................................................... Lisa Wilkes
   Ushers & Servers .........................Shannon Beattie, Peggy Brannen,
                                                                 Debby Demos, Judy Duncan
   Other Servers ..................................Diane Givens, Gayle Mingledorff
                                                              Darby Standefer, Ardian Totten
Elders at the Table
   Pulpit Side (Prayer of Consecration) ...............................David Street
   Pulpit Side (Pastoral Listener) ...................................Dan Summerlin
   Lectern Side (Prayer of Thanksgiving) ....................... Phil Summerlin
   Lectern Side ((Pastoral Listener) ..................................Alan Derthick
Gospel for the Day .........(1 Samuel 17: 17-24) .......... Darby Standefer
Proclamation.........” When Giants aren’t so giant” ..................Rev. Jonathan

 

 The Week Ahead
Sunday, October 11
 Hosting Family Promise Families ends
9:30 am Coffee & Bagels in the Lobby
 Hosts: Rona & Bob Gary
10:00 am Choir Practice; Sanctuary
10:35 am Elders’ Prayer Circle; Meditation Chapel
10:45 am   Morning Worship; Sanctuary
12:00 pm Fellowship; Parlor
5:00 pm “Snack & Chat “to get acquainted with   
 Pastor Brandon at the home of Larry and  
 Barbara Kirby, 10 Brock Creek Trail, 
	 Signal	Mtn.,	423-517-0917.	The	first	chat		 	
 is for folks who live on Signal and in the Mtn.  
 Creek Rd. area. Bring appetizers,  
 sandwiches, or desserts, and think of a story  
 to share about a favorite memory or person at  
 First Christian.
6:30 pm Faith Collective: Group for Young Adults

Monday, October 12
10:30 am CWF Monday Circle; Fellowship Hall 
 Covered dish luncheon. Judy Duncan will  
 preside and has the program. Caroline Moore  
 and Peggy Catlett are hostesses.
7:30 pm NA Monday Group; Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, October 13
7:00 pm NA Tuesday Group; Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, October 14
6:00 pm Choir Practice

Thursday, October 15
7:00 am Men’s Group; Bluegrass Grill

Friday, October 16
9:00 am Community Kitchen Volunteering
7:30 pm NA Friday Group; Fellowship Hall

Saturday, October 17
No Scheduled Activities

Sunday, October 18 - Commitment Sunday
9:30 am Coffee & Bagels in the Lobby
 Hosts: Betty & David Floyd
10:35 am Elders’ Prayer Circle; Meditation Chapel
10:45 am   Morning Worship; Sanctuary
12:00 pm Fellowship; Parlor
12:15 pm Luncheon & Commitment Announcement
6:30 pm Faith Collective: Group for Young Adults

Birthdays
October:
12  Caroline Moore
15  Evelyn Pless
19  Mary Davis
22  Rick Cutsinger
24  Darby Standefer
26  Cheryl Bingham, Joshua  
 Hamilton
31  Alan Voss, Ray Rowe, Bea  
 Lyons

November:
2  Missy McKenna
3  Barbara Voss
4  Scrappy Moore
5  Carol Sharpe
6  Debby Demos
7  Natalie Shipley
10  Sam Edmondson

In Our Thoughts & Prayers...
Keith Whitemore (friend of Betty Proctor);  Mary Barker; Liz Moore; 
Mike Knauff; Catherine Gifford (Jim Davis’ sister); Howard VanZant;  
       Ansel Rogers (Ardian Totten’s son); Liz  
           Love; Luther Whitaker; David Blackburn;  
             Doris Aldrich; Jim Northcut; Harrison  
               Gill; John Black (Barbara Voss’s  
   Brother); Bob Lewis; Bettye Gerow;  
   Bill Allen; Erick Griggs; Leona  
   BonDurant (Carl’s Grandmother);  
   Don Baldwin; Paul Shoun;  
              Oscar Hurley.

Church .......................................church@firstchristian-chat.com
Reverend Brandon .................. brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
Reverend Jonathan ....................... jonathan.h.hyde@gmail.com
Chuck Martin ...............................chuck@firstchristian-chat.com
Gary Wilkes ........................................... gwilkes428@gmail.com
Beth Harris .................................... beth@firstchristian-chat.com
Russ Draeger ............................................ draegerr@gmail.com
BRIDGE Deadline ..............................................Monday, NOON
Website ........................................... www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ....................... www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga

The Bridge Newsletter • October 11, 2015

At the last elders meeting Lorraine Hipp offered the elders an 
opportunity to extend service to those families we minister to 
through Family Promise of Chattanooga. A group was needed 
to provide a meal on one of the evenings we would be hosting 
families at our facility. All of us have been in meetings where 
an unscripted invitation was greeted with silence and awkward 
looks. Not the case with FCC’s elders. Every person in the 
room jumped in to the fray, and within three minutes, Lorraine 
had volunteers for everything! MEASURING WHAT MATTERS 
shows in the service and witness of First Christian Church.

The Bridge will not be mailed out next week.You may view 
it on our website at “www.FirstChristian-chat.com.” We 
apologize for any inconvenience.



  

 The Hyde Out
The Power of Gratitude
It has been a week since I heard 
the words “Jonathan Hyde, you 
are an Ironman.” Today, I no longer 
feel the physical effects of that 
race. Today I feel pretty normal. However, the biggest 
lesson that I learned that day is front and center of 
my life this morning. I do not want to be the person 
that always talks about doing an Ironman, but it is 
hard to not talk about something so meaningful and 
something that I worked so long for. So I will make 
everyone a deal, this will be the last time I force you 
to hear (read) anything about the Ironman and me 
unless you ask me.  
During an Ironman, you obviously get worn down. 
Your body takes on a grueling 2.4 mile swim, then a 
112 mile bike ride, then you get the easy task of run-
ning a marathon, 26.2 miles. The question that people 
have asked me most is, how did you do it and what 
was the hardest part? The answer to the latter is also 
the answer to the first part of that question. The hard-
est part of the race is to simply keep moving forward. 
There were times on the bike that I started cramping, 
and there were times on the run that my feet felt 
like I was stepping on nails. There comes a point in 
the race that you want to stop moving and then you 
hear someone tell you “good job” or “you are doing 
great.” Going into the race I wanted to make sure that 
I thanked as many volunteers as I possibly could. On 
the bike it was hard because you don’t have much 
time to talk but on the run I discovered something 
amazing. In the midst of pain and suffering, offering 
gratitude eased both of those things.  
Every aid station I was met by smiling faces and 
encouragement. I said thank you to every person 
who offered me drink or food. Something interesting 
happened during this time. I always gained a renewed 
sense of energy, even time that I didn’t drink the Red 
Bull. Saying thank you took my mind off my legs and 
feet. Saying thank you made the race go by faster.  
Saying thank you helped me become an Ironman.  
We are in the middle of our stewardship campaign, 
and for some of us we are going through pain and 
suffering; some physical, others mental, spiritual, 
or financial. I want to encourage you to see what 
happens when you offer gratitude to a world in the 
midst of your pain or suffering, my guess is that you 
will have a sense of relief from both.  
– Reverend Jonathan

Bethany Hills Camp
CYF and Chi Rho Fall Retreats 2015
Fri., Nov. 6 - Sun., Nov. 8, 2015
CYF for grades 9-12 • Chi Rho for grades 6, 7 & 8

Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child preparation is on going. There has 
been a faithful group of FCC ladies who have shopped, counted, 
sorted	and	boxed	items	to	fill	the	shoeboxes.	The First Christian 
packing party will be held on Wed., November 4 at 5:30 pm. 
Dinner will be followed by packing of shoeboxes!
The Relay Center will be open at FCC from Monday, Nov. 16 

through Monday, Nov 23. We will need about 3 to 4 volunteers each day to help 
receive boxes from other churches, pack boxes into cartons, greet people coming to 
drop off boxes, and lead prayers for the boxes and the children who receive them.

Linda Hershey Named NCRA Fellow
Condensed from an article in the Hamilton County Herald by David Laprad

Linda Hershey was shocked to read the National Court 
Reporters Association (NCRA) had made her a Fellow of 
the Academy of Professional Reporters. She even nearly 
deleted the email informing her of the honor.
“I had it for three or four days before I read it,” she says. “I 
didn’t know what it was.”
To the clients and colleagues who wrote letters supporting 
her nomination, however, the honor was no surprise.

The award comes during Hershey’s 40th year as a captioning professional.
Throughout her career, she has used her skills to not 
only earn income but also to serve her community and 
profession. In addition to paid employment, Hershey 
volunteers her captioning services at her church, at 
meetings of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Hearing 
Loss Association of America (HLAA), and other venues 
when she knows her friends with hearing loss won’t 
be able to enjoy an event without understanding the 
spoken word.
Hershey has worked long and hard enough to have a 
few entertaining bloopers to share. One of her favorite 
stories involves the time she was captioning the pastor’s sermon at First Christian 
Church, which she and her husband, Walter, attend. When the pastor spoke about 
“the land ruled by Pontius Pilate,” and she entered her shortcut for “Pontius Pilate,” 
the computer pulled up the wrong words for the shortcut and instead displayed “the 
land ruled by Punxsutawney Phil.” Hershey smiles as she recalls the laughter in the 
pews.


