First Christian Church

THE COMMUNITY GOES INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE GOD
†INVITATION TO COMMUNITY
†CLOSING HYMN

701

Shall We Gather at the River

†CHRIST’S LIGHT LEADS US INTO THE WORLD

(Disciples of Christ
Christ))

†COMMUNITY BENEDICTION
†POSTLUDE

For the Healing of the Nations

J. Bert Carlson

Isaiah 49:1—7
Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord called me before I
was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away.
And he said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ But I said, ‘I have laboured
in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord,
and my reward with my God.’ And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honoured in the sight of
the Lord, and my God has become my strength—he says, ‘It is too light a thing that you should be my
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light
to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’ Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer
of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers,
‘Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord,
who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’
We are thrilled to welcome Rabbi Susan Tendler to Sunday worship!
Rabbi Tendler has served Congregation B’nai Zion as Senior Rabbi since
August 2012. Prior to being called to B’nai Zion, Rabbi Tendler served
congregations in Virginia, North Carolina and New Jersey.
She received her rabbinical ordination and her masters of education in
Informal Jewish Education from the Jewish Theological Seminary in
2004.
Rabbi Tendler grew up in Woodbridge, Virginia. She married Ross
Sadoff in 2006. They now have two daughters.

Servants in Worship
Worship Leader.…………………………………………………………………………...…………...……..………………..Scot Crosslin
Red Book Pickup.……………………………………………………………………………………….....Emily Auten / Diane Givens
Ushers & Servers………………………………….…….Bryce Wynn, Sandy Reynolds, Kimberly Wynn, Zach Atchley
Elders at the Table:
Pulpit side (Prayer of Consecration)……..………………………………………………..……………………...........Byron Cole
Pulpit side (Pastoral Listener)...…..………………………………………………………..……….………………........Lisa Wilkes
Lectern side (Prayer of Thanksgiving)…..………………..……………………………………………………..Connie Smithson
Lectern side (Pastoral Listener) …………………………………………………………………….………………….....David Floyd
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Morning

Worship

Children are invited to go to Children's Church at this time. They will return in time to participate in
Sharing the Peace and Holy Communion
†RESPONSIVE PSALM

A Community of Service, Working for Wholeness in a Broken World
†- As you are able, please stand.
Welcome and Announcements:
Welcome to First Christian Church!
Please take a moment to share a little information as the red book is passed toward the outside aisle.

THE COMMUNITY PROCLAIMS THE WORD OF GOD
Psalm 40: 1—11

740

A READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 49:1—7

ANTHEM

Claude L. Bass

Cast Thy Burden Upon the Lord

PROCLAMATION

Rabbi Susan Tendler
Creating God, Your Fingers Trace

†HYMN
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pew rack and place it in the offering plate. The Ministers of First Christian will keep these concerns in

THE COMMUNITY BRINGS ITS PRAYER TO GOD
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER (As the minister concludes his/her prayer, please speak

prayer over the coming weeks. Thank you for silencing your phone. We are so glad that you are here.

together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples) Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your

If you wish to share a prayer concern or celebration with the congregation, please take a card from the

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS TO WORSHIP GOD
Creating God, Your Fingers Trace

PRELUDE
Paul Manz
†CALL TO WORSHIP
Responsive
ONE:
G-d drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock,
making my steps secure. G-d put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our G-d.

kingdom come; Your will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
THE COMMUNITY GIVES THANKS TO GOD

Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the LORD.

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
OFFERTORY

MANY: I waited patiently for the LORD; G-d inclined to me and heard my cry.

†DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

ONE:

If we shall be called drum majors, let the world say that we are drum majors for peace.

Let the world say we beat the drum of justice, and that we drummed for the sake of righteousness.
MANY: Let us sing a new song. Let us take up a new drum!
ONE: You have multiplied, O LORD my G-d, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us;
none can compare with you. Were I to proclaim and tell of them, they would be more than
can be counted.
ALL:

We want to be in the service of you, Holy One, in love and in justice and in truth

and in commitment to others, so that we can make of this old world a new world.
(Adapted from Psalm 40 and “The Drum Major Instinct” a 1968 sermon of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.)

†OPENING HYMN
For the Healing of the Nations
668
†OPENING PRAYER
Holy One, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence. Bring healing to all wounds,
make whole all that is broken, speak truth to all illusion, and shed light in every darkness,
that all creation will see your glory and know you. Amen.
Every week, as our children go to Children’s Church, we offer them this blessing as a reminder of our
covenant to care for them:
CHILDREN’S BLESSING
Unison
ALL:
May God Bless You and Keep You. May God Fill Your Heart With Song and Your Mind
With Wisdom. May You Learn Every Day How To Be a Disciple of Christ: To heal, to hope,
to teach, and above all, to love. May you be our teachers, just as we are yours.

Shall We Gather at the River
“Old Hundredth”

Robert Hobby
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SHARING THE PEACE AND INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
And the table will be wide.
And the welcome will be wide.
And the arms will open wide to gather us in.
And our hearts will open wide to receive.
And we will come as children who trust there is enough.
And we will come unhindered and free.
And our aching will be met with bread.
And our sorrow will be met with wine.
COMMUNION RESPONSE
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

Here, Savior, We Would Come

363
Elder

PARTAKING
(All People are invited to participate in Holy Communion, regardless of tradition, background, age, or
belief. The table of Jesus Christ is open to all. A deacon will invite you forward, beginning from the back of the
sanctuary. Please come forward, break from the loaf and dip in the cup, and receive the blessing of the elders who
serve you. If you wish to be served in the pew, please remain seated, and a deacon will serve you.)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

