THE COMMUNITY GOES INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE GOD
†INVITATION TO COMMUNITY
†CLOSING HYMN

Bless Now, O God, the Journey
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†CHRIST’S LIGHT LEADS US INTO THE WORLD
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†COMMUNITY BENEDICTION
†POSTLUDE

Christ is the World’s Light

David Blackwell

Matthew 4:12—23
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his
home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea,
across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for
those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.’ From that time Jesus began to proclaim,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen.
And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ Immediately they left their nets and
followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother
John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left
the boat and their father, and followed him. Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.
Jeremiah 29:1—14
These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the remaining elders
among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into
exile from Jerusa-lem to Babylon. This was after King Jeconiah, and the queen mother, the court officials, the
leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the artisans, and the smiths had departed from Jerusalem. The letter was
sent by the hand of Elasah son of Shaphan and Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom King Zedekiah of Judah sent
to Babylon to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. It said: Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all
the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jeru-salem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant
gardens and eat what they produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and
give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not
decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf,
for in its welfare you will find your welfare. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let the
prophets and the diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream,
for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, says the Lord. For thus says
the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I will fulfil to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to
me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you
find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places
where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.
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†RESPONSIVE PSALM

THE COMMUNITY PROCLAIMS THE WORD OF GOD
Psalm 27

MINUTE FOR MISSION

Matthew 4:12—23

A READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE
Ye Followers of the Lamb

ANTHEM

Seeking Shalom

PROCLAMATION

Welcome to First Christian Church!
Please take a moment to share a little information as the red book is passed toward the outside aisle.
If you wish to share a prayer concern or celebration with the congregation, please take a card from

Stephen Underwood

Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts

†HYMN

Welcome and Announcements:

Edwin Ferguson
Jeremiah 29:1—14

A READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE

A Community of Service, Working for Wholeness in a Broken World
†- As you are able, please stand.

736
Bob Sauser
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THE COMMUNITY BRINGS ITS PRAYER TO GOD
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER (Christians often pray this prayer Jesus taught his Disciples

the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. The Ministers of First Christian will keep these concerns

slightly differently. This version uses contemporary English and “Trespasses”. If you prefer to pray this prayer
using the language with which you’re most comfortable and familiar, you are welcome to do so. In our prayer

in prayer over the coming weeks. Thank you for silencing your phone. We are so glad that you are here.

practice, we celebrate Christian Unity and Theological Diversity.) Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS TO WORSHIP GOD
Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts

name. Your kingdom come; Your will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.

PRELUDE
†CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE:

Jack Goode
Responsive

Like an alchemist spinning gold, you have conjured beauty from what was left behind,

MANY: Discovered the antidote, and found healing where it did not live.
ONE:

You broke the curse with your own two hands,

MANY: And turned lemons into lemonade.
ONE:

Nothing real can be threatened,

MANY: So we’re gonna heal.
ONE:

True love brings salvation,

MANY: So we’re gonna start again.
ONE:

We’re gonna heal,

ALL:

So let it be glorious.
(Adapted from “Redemption,” by British-Somali poet Warsan Shire )

†OPENING HYMN
Be Thou My Vision
595
†OPENING PRAYER:
Perfect Light of revelation, as you shone in the life of Jesus, whose epiphany we celebrate,
so shine in us and through us, that we may become beacons of truth and compassion,
enlightening all creation with deeds of justice and mercy. Amen.
Every week, as our children go to Children’s Church, we oﬀer them this blessing as a reminder of our covenant
to care for them:

CHILDREN’S BLESSING
Unison
May God Bless You and Keep You. May God Fill Your Heart With Song and Your Mind
ALL:
With Wisdom. May You Learn Every Day How To Be a Disciple of Christ: To heal, to
hope, to teach, and above all, to love. May you be our teachers, just as we are yours.
Children are invited to go to Children’s Church at this time. They will return in time to participate in Sharing the
Peace and Holy Communion

Amen.
THE COMMUNITY GIVES THANKS TO GOD
OFFERING OUR GIFTS
OFFERTORY

Be Thou My Vision

†DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Michael Burkhardt

Old Hundredth

46

SHARING THE PEACE AND INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
And the table will be wide.
And the welcome will be wide.
And the arms will open wide to gather us in.
And our hearts will open wide to receive.
And we will come as children who trust there is enough.
And we will come unhindered and free.
And our aching will be met with bread.
And our sorrow will be met with wine.
COMMUNION RESPONSE
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

Here, Savior, We Would Come

363
Elder

PARTAKING
(All People are invited to participate in Holy Communion, regardless of tradition, background, age, or
belief. The table of Jesus Christ is open to all. A deacon will invite you forward, beginning from the back of the
sanctuary. Please come forward, break from the loaf and dip in the cup, and receive the blessing of the elders who
serve you. If you wish to be served in the pew, please remain seated, and a deacon will serve you.)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

