First Christian Church
Genesis 2:15—17, 3:1—7
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord God
commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ Now the serpent was
more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God
say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the
fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will
not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and
she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened,
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

(Disciples of Christ
Christ))

Matthew 4:1—11
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are
the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ But he answered, ‘It is written, “One
does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ’ Then the devil
took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, ‘If you are the Son
of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, “He will command his angels concerning you”, and “On
their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’ Jesus said to him,
‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’ Again, the devil took him to a very high
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour; and he said to him, ‘All
these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it
is written, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ’ Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
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A READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE
PROCLAMATION

Matthew 4:1—11

God’s Story. Our Stories: Desert

†HYMN

A Community of Service, Working for Wholeness in a Broken World
†- As you are able, please stand.
Welcome and Announcements:
Welcome to First Christian Church!
Please take a moment to share a little information as the red book is passed toward the outside aisle.
If you wish to share a prayer concern or celebration with the congregation, please take a card from
the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. The Ministers of First Christian will keep these concerns
in prayer over the coming weeks. Thank you for silencing your phone. We are so glad that you are here.

Seek Ye First

Christian unity and theological diversity, so we encourage you to pray this prayer using the language with which you are
comfortable) Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come; Your will be done on

Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the
Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
THE COMMUNITY GIVES THANKS TO GOD
OFFERING OUR GIFTS
OFFERTORY
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
Dale Wood

And we will come as children who trust there is enough.

ONE:

And we will come unhindered and free.

†DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

And the arms will open wide to gather us in.
And our hearts will open wide to receive.

Wait for the Lord (Taizé) (3x)
†OPENING HYMN
See Insert
†OPENING PRAYER
God of wilderness and water, your Son was baptized and tempted as we are. Guide us through this

And our sorrow will be met with wine.

Every week, as our children go to Children’s Church, we offer them this blessing as a reminder of our covenant to care for them:

CHILDREN’S BLESSING
Unison
ALL:
May God Bless You and Keep You. May God Fill Your Heart With Song and Your Mind
With Wisdom. May You Learn Every Day How To Be a Disciple of Christ: To heal, to hope,
to teach, and above all, to love. May you be our teachers, just as we are yours.
Children are invited to go to Children's Church at this time. They will return in time to participate in Sharing the Peace and Holy
Communion

THE COMMUNITY PROCLAIMS THE WORD OF GOD
A READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE
Genesis 2:15—17, 3:1—7
A SACRED STORY
Bryce Wynn
ANTHEM

Wondrous Love

Paul Christiansen

46

And the welcome will be wide.

And our aching will be met with bread.

of repentance and the heaven-rending words of the Spirit. Amen.

Old Hundredth

SHARING THE PEACE AND INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
And the table will be wide.

MANY: May we hear God’s story in the stories we tell.

season, that we may not avoid struggle, but open ourselves to blessing, through the cleansing depths

354

THE COMMUNITY BRINGS ITS PRAYER TO GOD
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER (Christians often pray this prayer slightly differently. We affirm both

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS TO WORSHIP GOD
PRELUDE
What Wondrous Love is This
Rebecca Groom TeVelde
Responsive
†CALL TO WORSHIP AND OUR STORIES SHARED
Many of you have had the opportunity this morning to submit “micro-stories” on slips of paper.
For our Call to Worship, this minister will share some of those submitted stories. After each story,
please respond:
ONE:
For this sacred story we share, we say:
MANY: Thanks be to God!
Abraham and Sarah followed God’s call. Their story was woven into God’s work in the world.

Rev. Brandon Gilvin

COMMUNION RESPONSE
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

Jesus Remember Me (3x)

569
Elder

PARTAKING (All People are invited to participate in Holy Communion, regardless of tradition,
background, age, or belief. The Table of Jesus Christ is open to all. A deacon will invite you forward, beginning
from the back of the sanctuary. Please come forward, break from the loaf and dip in the cup, and receive the blessing of the elders
who serve you. If you wish to be served in the pew, please remain seated, and a deacon will serve you.)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE COMMUNITY GOES INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE GOD
†INVITATION TO COMMUNITY
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
†CLOSING HYMN

558

†CHRIST’S LIGHT LEADS US INTO THE WORLD
†COMMUNITY BENEDICTION
†POSTLUDE

Lamb of God, Most Holy

Robert Lau

