
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

SERVANTS IN WORSHIP
Worship Leader ...................................... Phil Summerlin
Red Book Pickup ................... Emily Auten / Diane Givens
Deacons Coordinator ....................................... Jill Rafiee
   Ushers ..........................Sherry Baldwin, Tina Chadwick,
    Tricia Dyer, Vicki Hill
   Servers ......................................... Tricia Dyer, Vicki Hill
Elders at the Table
   Pulpit Side (Prayer of Consecration) ..........Sally D. Hunt
   Pulpit Side (Pastoral Listener) ...................Barbara Voss
   Lectern Side (Prayer of Thanksgiving) ..... Phil Summerlin
   Lectern Side (Pastoral Listener) ................... Betty Floyd
Scripture ................................................. Luke 10: 38-42
Proclamation ............................................Rev. Jonathan

“Discipleship: Work or Play?”
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SUNDAYS: Christian Education for all ages: 9:30 am | Coffee & Conversation: 10:30 am | Worship: 11 am

Chattanooga Girls Choir Seeking Members 
The Chattanooga Girls Choir is 
recruiting girls in grades 2-12 for the 
choir. The choir is a fabulous resource 
because it provides music education 
as well as U.S. and international travel 
opportunities for the girls. For information, 
contact sarasniderschone@gmail.com.

The Children’s’ Backpack Packing Party will 
be Tuesday, July 23 at 1 pm in the choir room. 
Bring any school supplies you have collected. 
Bring goodies or wine to make our afternoon fun. 
Paper goods & cups provided. School should be 
enjoyable - bless you & thank you - Kyle Cutsinger



THE WEEK AHEAD
Sunday, July 21

9:30 am Door Greeters; Covenant Group 1 
9:30 am Christian Education for all ages

10:30 am Coffee & Conversation; Crane Lounge
11:00 am Worship; Sanctuary
12:00 pm Sanctuary Clean Up; Covenant Group 1

2:00 pm to 4 pm; Dr. Mary Barker’s millenary 
collection of iconic hats on display at Polly  
Claire’s in the historic Dent House. Light 

 refreshments.
 Monday, July 22

11:00 am Staff Meeting; Conference Room
5:00 pm Meal for Lee’s Summit students
8:00 pm NA Meeting; Fellowship Hall

Tuesday,  July 23 
1:00 pm Backpacks for Homeless Students Packing

Party; Choir Room
5:30 pm Turning the Pages Support Group;

Bridal Room
7:00 pm NA Meeting; Fellowship Hall

Wednesday,  July 24
6:00 pm Meal for Lee’s Summit students

Thursday, July 25
7:00 am Men’s Group; Bluegrass Grill

Friday, July 26
3:00 pm Community Kitchen Volunteering
8:00 pm NA Meeting; Fellowship Hall

Saturday, July 27
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm; parking lot usage by Patten 

 Chapel guests
Sunday, July 28

9:30 am Door Greeters; Covenant Group 1 
9:30 am Christian Education for all ages

10:30 am Coffee & Conversation; Crane Lounge
11:00 am Worship; Sanctuary
12:00 pm Sanctuary Clean Up; Covenant Group 1

Note: Some room assignments have been changed to keep  
members & guests cool as we address HVAC system repairs. 

Joy Parsons (friend of Betty Proctor); Family of 
Cheryl Bingham; Bill, Ann & June Chambers 
& Louisa Kaplan & The Kaplan Family (friends 
of the Pennybakers); Vickie Hill’s mother; Jack 
Wallace (Kate’s brother and Janet’s son); Alan 
Derthick; Bea Lyons; Rick Butz & Betty Howerton; 
Raymond Howerton (Betty’s father); Peggy 
Brannen; Jerry Wimberly (relative of Angie 
Cass); Scott Kramer & Betty  Franklin (Friends of 
Susan Spurgeon);  Jim & Marcia Fletcher; Bert 
Blackburn (Bea’s sister); Bill Dowell; Edward 
Everett (Gayle Mingledorff’s cousin); Phyllis 
Bishop (Scot Crosslin’s mother); Chuck Martin;  
Jack Barker; Jim & Barbara Northcut; Catherine 
Shutters; Amanda Mealer-McArtor & Sophie 
McArtor; Cheryl Bingham; Mai “Mike” Nary; 
Lyndsay Wells (Bill Allen’s Step-Sister); Rona 
Gary; Mary Gifford (Mary Davis’ sister-in-law); 
Erick Griggs; John Black (Barbara Voss’s brother); 
Leroy Lewis (Bob Lewis’ brother).
Contact the church office to add or remove 
someone on the prayer list, 267-4506.

IMPORTANT NOTES
Ladies Prayer Circle will NOT meet during 
July, Aug. or Sept. Meetings will resume 
beginning October 2019.  Call Debby Demos 
with any requests to be called through the 
prayer chain.
July 22-26: Lee’s Summit Christian Church 
Summer Mission Trip. Many thanks to Covenant 
Groups 2 & 6 for offering dinner on July 22 & 24 to the 
Mission Group during their stay.



THE HYDE OUT
It goes without saying that Americans 
in 2019 are over-worked, overstressed, 
and under-rested.  For many, it is a harsh reality that in 
order to live, they must work 60-70 hours a week; or 
it may be that they are in a job that demands a large 
amount of work; while for others, they have simply 
succumbed to the idea that busy means important.  
It is interesting to me that the one commandment from 
the Old Testament that Protestants have no problem 
throwing out is in regards to the Sabbath. For many of 
us, Saturdays or Sundays are the busiest days of the 
week. I know mine are. We try to cram as much stuff into 
those 48 hours as we can so that we can be productive, 
enjoy experiences, or follow our kids to their sporting 
events. Then, we come to church and many of us have to 
volunteer to make the service happen, so we begin and 
end our worship with high amounts of stress.  

We will look at a very popular story this coming Sunday 
that deals with this same issue about two sisters known 
as Mary and Martha. Martha is the worker and worrier.  
The writer of Luke does such a good job telling this story 
because we all have been in Martha’s position, and we 
know in some ways exactly what she is going through. As 
she entertains company, she is trying to make them feel 
comfortable, welcome, and nourished. However, through 
all of her busyness, Jesus does not applaud it, but rather 
asks her to “come and be.” Jesus reminds Martha that, 
“few things are needed, or indeed only one.” 
We get so overly concerned about the other things in 
our daily life, that we forget about the one thing that is 
needed.  
I invite you to join us this Sunday where we will sing, 
listen, learn, and talk about that “one thing.”  Hope to see 
you there.
Blessings, Rev. Jonathan Hyde

From the 20th-24th, I’ll be in Des Moines, 
Iowa, for the General Assembly of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
of the United States and Canada.  The 
General Assembly is many things: Part 
Educational Experience, Part Family 
Reunion, Part Business Session, and All 
Church.
I’m looking forward to learning about 
new strategies for “doing” church in 
workshops, re-connecting with colleagues 
and friends, and believe it or not, I’m 
looking forward to some of the business 
sessions. One of the reasons is that one 
resolution up for discussion concerns the 
Christian Church (DOC) entering into full 
communion with the United Church of 
Canada (UCC).
The UCC has been a denomination 
since the 1920s, when Canadian 
Methodists, Congregationalists, and 
some Presbyterians merged into a single 
denomination. Theologically, and in terms 
of our practice as communities of faith, 
Disciples have much in common with the 
UCC, and we both share full communion 
with the United Church of Christ (the 
U.S. denomination to which our friends 
at Pilgrim Congregational belong). 

Above all, we both share—at our roots—a 
commitment to Christian Unity—and 
entering into full communion will reflect 
that.
Full Communion doesn’t mean a 
denominational merger. It does mean 
a full recognition of one another, and it 
allows for things such as the recognition 
of the credentials of UCC ministers so 
that they might be called to Disciples 
Churches, and vice-versa (much like the 
relationship we currently share with the 
United Church of Christ).
In the resolution recommending full 
communion to the assembly, the rationale 
for doing so is explained in this way 
(emphasis mine):
The context we must embrace at this 
point in our shared life together is that 
the church is not ours but belongs to 
the Divine who uses as much of it as has 
heart and openness to be so used. As 
such, we are stewards of the resources—
human, infrastructure, wealth, creativity, 
compassion—that have been entrusted 
to our care. In this age of lightning-fast 
technological change, communications 
that we could not have dreamed of 
20 years ago, and seemingly limitless 

information at our fingertips 24/7, we 
have an unprecedented opportunity to 
be leaders in the restoration of Christian 
unity to the heart of the church and in the 
minds and hearts of the children of God 
under our care. We do so not for our own 
survival, but so that the gospel of Jesus 
Christ might be lived out anew, impacting 
and transforming communities and lives 
in ways we could not have accomplished 
in the past. We have always been called to 
be one body; now is the time to believe it 
and live it. 
I encourage you to read the entire 
resolution and any others you find 
interesting. You can find the entire docket 
online at this link: https://ga.disciples.org/
wp-content/uploads/2019/06/GA19-full-
docket-final.pdf.  The resolution regarding 
full communion with the UCCanada is on 
pp. 251-270.
Following the Assembly, I’ll be joining Lisa 
in Kansas City for her family reunion. I’ll 
look forward to rejoining you all after we 
return on the 30th.
Grateful to be in ministry with you, and 
with our whole Church, Rev. Brandon

https://ga.disciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/GA19-full-docket-final.pdf


	  

JULY
19  Donald McKenna, Kristi Kelley
21  Lee Ann Hamilton
22  Benjamin (Roan) Hubbard-Heitz,
 Betty Woomer
23  Jack Barker
25  Franklin King
28  Elle Morgan, Julie Turner, Harv 
 Wileman
29  Heather Droke, Sanford Sharp
30 Jack Grisham
31  Jim Northcut

CONNECT WITH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Senior Minister ......................................... Rev. Brandon Gilvin
 brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
Associate Minister ....................................Rev. Jonathan Hyde
 jonathan.h.hyde@gmail.com
Office Manager .................................................. Victoria Flores
 victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant .......................................... Hannah Stansel
 hannah@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director .......................................................Gary Wilkes
 gwilkes428@gmail.com
Organist ...................................................................Sarah Harr
 sarahharr@ymail.com
General Church email ............. church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website ....................................... www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ......................www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram ..................www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
Twitter ................................ www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address ................ 650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number .................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours ............................ Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ........................... Monday, NOON




