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Genesis 1:1—5 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the 
deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God 
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

John 1 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was 
he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From his fullness we have all re-
ceived, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. This is the testimony given by John 
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, 
‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, 
‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, 
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had 
been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. The 
next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he 
of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” I myself did not know him; but I came 
baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from  
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
“He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and have 
testified that this is the Son of God.’ The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk 
by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus 
turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means 
Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained 
with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated  
Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’  
(which is translated Peter). The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom  
Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is 
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you 
under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said 
to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 
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Morning  Worship 
THE COMMUNITY BRINGS ITS PRAYER TO GOD 

INSTALLATION OF 2020 OFFICERS  
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER (As the minister concludes his/her prayer, please speak 

together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples) Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 

kingdom come; Your will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

THE COMMUNITY GIVES THANKS TO GOD 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS  
OFFERTORY    Of the Father’s Love Begotten    Peter Pindar Stearns 

†DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION     “Old Hundredth”         46 

SHARING THE PEACE AND INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION  
And the table will be wide.  

And the welcome will be wide.  

And the arms will open wide to gather us in.  

And our hearts will open wide to receive.  

And we will come as children who trust there is enough. 

And we will come unhindered and free.  

And our aching will be met with bread.  

And our sorrow will be met with wine.  

COMMUNION RESPONSE  Here, Savior, We Would Come  363 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION    Elder 

PARTAKING  
(All People are invited to participate in Holy Communion, regardless of tradition, background, age, or 

belief. The table of Jesus Christ is open to all. A deacon will invite you forward, beginning from the back of the 

sanctuary. Please come forward, break from the loaf and dip in the cup, and receive the blessing of the elders who 

serve you. If you wish to be served in the pew, please remain seated, and a deacon will serve you.) 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE COMMUNITY GOES INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE GOD 
†INVITATION TO COMMUNITY 

†CLOSING HYMN   As with Gladness    173 

†CHRIST’S LIGHT LEADS US INTO THE WORLD 

†COMMUNITY BENEDICTION 

†POSTLUDE   As with Gladness             Scott Withrow 

A Community of Service, Working for Wholeness in a Broken World 
†- As you are able, please stand. 

Welcome and Announcements: 
Welcome to First Christian Church!  

Please take a moment to share a little information as the red book is passed toward the outside aisle. 

If you wish to share a prayer concern or celebration with the congregation, please take a card from  

the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. The Ministers of First Christian will keep these concerns  

in prayer over the coming weeks. Thank you for silencing your phone. We are so glad that you are here. 

     THE COMMUNITY GATHERS TO WORSHIP GOD 
PRELUDE     O Morning Star   Paul Manz 

†CALL TO WORSHIP   Responsive 
LEADER: We gather as a community of faith in God’s subversive world. 

ALL: We gather to celebrate that no darkness can extinguish light, 

LEADER: to remember  

ALL: that love will always be more powerful than death, 

LEADER: and to trust that 

ALL: peace will always be stronger than violence. 

LEADER: We gather, 

ALL: people of faith in the light of God’s world.  

†OPENING HYMN                                                O Morning Star    105 
†OPENING PRAYER AND CHILDREN’S BLESSING 

God we Lament, We lament that despite our best efforts to portray a light hearted life we are 

struggling. Fear, anxiety, hate, greed, and lust run amok in our hearts.  We invite you into these 

chaotic places of our spirit. Like an old friend we welcome your words ‘Peace be Still.’ 

Come Lord Jesus, You are wanted here. Amen. 

As our children go, may God reveal something unique about your faith today.  

Children are invited to go to Children’s Church at this time. They will return  in time to participate  in 
Sharing the Peace and Holy Communion 

     THE COMMUNITY PROCLAIMS THE WORD OF GOD 
†RESPONSIVE PSALM    Psalm 147                   767 
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Ephiphany  
  104 Of the Father’s Love Begotten




