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SUNDAYS: Christian Education for all ages: 9:30 am | Coffee & Conversation: 10:30 am | Worship: 11 am



FROM THE TABLE
Dear Friends,
What an Easter Monday.
We have already been dealing with 
the impact of COVID-19, and now our 
community has been impacted by an EF-3 
Tornado.
We are working hard as a church 
community to collect information about 
the tornado damage you and your family 
may have sustained.
Our building sustained no damage, and 
we will respond to emerging needs as we 
are able.
Should you have tornado-related needs, 
please be in touch with your Covenant 
Group Leaders, Rev. Gilvin, or Rev. Hyde.
Please stay safe and know you are in our 
prayers.  Soon enough, we’ll all be able to 
share hugs and laughter.
Peace, 
Rev. Brandon

THE WEEK AHEAD
All In-Person Activities at First Christian Church are Postponed until 
Further Notice due to Covid-19 Risk Reduction

Sunday, April 19
 9:30 am VIRTUAL Christian Education (ZOOM)
  For this week’s Adult Sunday School, we will be  
  learning about our third spiritual practice, the  
  Hesychasm. This mystical, repetitive prayer  
  originates in the Eastern Orthodox Church and has  
  made its way into the West under a variety of  
  forms and names, like the Jesus Prayer, Breath  
  Prayer, or Prayer of the Heart. 
  VIA Zoom Meeting
  https://zoom.us/j/513557770
  Meeting ID: 513 557 770
  Or By phone: 1 312 626 6799
  Meeting ID: 513 557 770
 10:00 am Sunday School -  Cates/Crosslin
  Join Zoom Meeting
  https://zoom.us/j/91550821808
  Meeting ID: 915 5082 1808
  +1 312 626 6799
 10:30 am Virtual Coffee Hour
  Join Zoom Meeting
  https://zoom.us/j/469096355
  Meeting ID: 469 096 355
  +1 929 205 6099 US
  Meeting ID: 469 096 355
 11:00 am Worship with us on Facebook! 
 https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/ 

Monday, April 20
 10:30 am VIRTUAL Staff Meeting
Tuesday, April 21 - Saturday, April 25
  No Activities Scheduled
Sunday, April 26
 9:30 am VIRTUAL Christian Education  (ZOOM)
 11:00 am Worship with us on Facebook!

https://zoom.us/j/513557770
https://zoom.us/j/91550821808
https://zoom.us/j/469096355
https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/


I don’t usually spend much time pushing my books or 
talking about my time doing disaster response work 
because I know it’s easy to tune out, but since a tornado 
struck our own beloved Chattanooga on Sunday night/
Monday morning, it feels important to pass along a few 
things I learned along the way:
1. As best you can, pace yourselves. The burnout 

factor is real—for volunteers at every level; for those 
in the helping professions; for leaders of faith 
communities. I used to know the turnaround and 
burnout statistics offhand, and while I don’t anymore, 
I do remember this: the vast majority of ministers 
serving in disaster-stricken areas like post-Katrina 
were gone within 5 years of the disaster. Some took 
new calls; others retired prematurely. No one is 
called to do everything.

2. As best you can, wait your turn to help. The 
adrenaline rush is now. The cameras are on the 
damage now. But recovery and rebuilding will take 
years. It will take community planning, coordination, 
partnership, and endurance. It will take your time, 
skill, and willingness to work once the immediate 
needs are over. 
Likewise, for the most part, you will just be in the 
way right now. Let First Responders do their jobs. 
If you want to volunteer, sign up with a reputable 
organization with experience doing this sort of 
work. Some come early, like Team Rubicon, others 
like Disciples Volunteering focus on the long term 
recovery. Connect to your state VOAD (Volunteer 
Organizations Active in Disaster) to learn more about 
organizations that do good work.

3. Give money, not stuff. The second disaster to hit 
disaster-stricken communities is the piles of 
donated junk, the pallets of water that go unused, 
and the piles of donated t-shirts that seem to move 
from tornado site to hurricane site to overseas. 
Organizations know what they need better than you 
do. You’re not being generous when you clean out 
your garage and drop your stuff off at a recovery 
center. You’re being short-sighted. Give to our 
own Week of Compassion, as they have already 
responded to needs in our congregation and will 

soon respond to the recovery efforts. Give to  
our local Red Cross. Research other local and 
statewide responders, esp. VOAD members. (Also, 
beware of GoFundMe fundraisers. Only give if 
you know the organizers personally. There is little 
oversight and they are often utilized for scams. Your 
money will go further.)

In short, as my colleague Rev. Amy Goop used to say:
Pray for everyone impacted.
Stay until it is time to serve, as determined by people who 
know this work better than unskilled volunteers. This is 
especially important as we try to limit the transmission of 
COVID-19.
Pay—Donate to an organization you trust. 
Pray. Stay. Pay. Stay safe out there, folks.

To order a copy of Help and Hope,  
visit chalicepress.com

Disaster Preparedness

www.chalicepress.com


	  

APRIL
20 Diana Morris, Pete Rolston
22 Betty Floyd
23 Jim Henry
24 Rona Gary
25 Trevor Atchley
28 Gary Wilkes
MAY
2 Greg Givens 
5 Hank Bramblet
6 Vicki Hill 
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Website ....................................... www.firstchristian-chat.com
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Twitter ................................ www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
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