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SUNDAYS: Christian Education for all ages: 9:30 am | Coffee & Conversation: 10:30 am | Worship: 11 am

Sunday, May 17
 9:30 am: Stephen Underwood Bible Study
 Week 2: Creator and Creation. 
 Join Zoom Meeting
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/513557770
 Meeting ID: 513 557 770
 +1 929 205 6099
 10:00 am: Sunday School wirh Scot & Alan
 Join Zoom Meeting
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3393076024 
 Meeting ID: 339 307 6024  
 One tap mobile: +19292056099
 Dial in: ++1 929 205 6099 (New York)
10:30 am : Virtual Coffee Hour
 Join Zoom Meeting
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83958315129
 Meeting ID: 839 5831 5129
 +1 301 715 8592 
11:00 am : Worship
 https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/ 
Monday, May 18
 10:30 am VIRTUAL Staff Meeting
Tuesday, May 19 - Saturday, May 23
 No Activities Scheduled

THE WEEK AHEAD
All In-Person Activities at First Christian Church are Postponed until Further Notice due to Covid-19 Risk Reduction

Some 22 years ago, Jack Barker called to tell me that First 
Christian Church was searching for a new music director. He 
asked if I would be interested in talking to the search committee 
about the position. I told him that I was interested and asked 
about the choir size and its personality. Jack said, “Well, you 
will just have to see that for yourself.” I came to church the next 
two Sundays to get a feel for the choir, then began the next 
Wednesday evening as Music Director. During those first two 
Sundays, I was surrounded by congregants who greeted me 
and instantly made me feel like I was a part of the congregation. 
Some things never change. 
On June 5, I will be retiring from service to First Christian 
Church. I am happy to inform you that Lisa has accepted a 
teaching position with Metro Nashville Public Schools, so 
sometime in early July, we will be moving to Nashville and 
settling in Hendersonville. 
There simply are not enough words that I can say about my 
feelings for First Christian Church and the multitudes of 
friends that we have made over the years. Even though we 
are changing locations, we are not forgetting the people, 
the memories, the experiences, the laughter, the tears, the 
personalities that make up the membership of the choir and 
church. FCC is the epitome and the example of Christian 
service to each other and the community. Please 
know that Lisa and I love each of you and wish 
only the best for you. We also pray that this 
pandemic that separates us from one another, 
quickly comes to an end. 
I wish you Blessings and Peace, Gary Wilkes

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/513557770
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3393076024
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83958315129
https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/


Dear Church Family,
Included in Rev. Gilvin’s letter of call to serve as 
Senior Minister is a period of Renewal Leave (or 
Sabbatical) scheduled for every five years. October 
2020 marks that date. Given the number of issues we 
are discerning as a community and decisions that we 
will be making in 2020, First Christian’s board decided 
at our January meeting to postpone Rev. Gilvin’s Four 
Month Renewal Leave until late 2021.
Pastors serve a variety of roles in their privileged 
position at the center of congregational life: preacher, 
teacher, spiritual guide, pastoral visitor, friend, 
confidant. The responsibilities are continual, and the 
pace and demands of parish life can be relentless, often 
leaving even the most dedicated pastors recognizing 
the need to replenish their own spiritual reservoirs to 
regain energy and strength for their ministry. Because of 
this, periods of Renewal Leave are becoming standard in 
congregational letters of call to pastors.
However, Renewal Leave is not only about the life, 
health, and spiritual growth of a minister, but that of 
the congregation s/he serves, as well. To that end, First 
Christian is currently applying for a grant through the 
Lilly Endowment National Clergy Renewal Program. 
Such grants are up to $50,000, and can include up to 
$15,000 for congregational programming related to 
the period of renewal.
A small advisory team and the Elders have been 
partnering with Rev. Gilvin to write a proposal and 
application for this grant. The proposal, entitled Sacred 
Space, Sacred Time, Sacred Story proposes a number 
of things for Rev. Gilvin and his family to explore in 
his time away, as well as a number of activities for our 

congregation that will parallel the things the Hale 
Gilvins will explore.
We originally planned for multiple in person 
conversations in March. Following adjustments to 
Church life across the country, the National Clergy 
Renewal Program postponed the due date until early 
June, allowing Rev. Gilvin to focus on life at First 
Christian for the last few months. As we finalize the 
grant application, now due in early June, we would 
like to invite you to spend some time in conversation 
with Rev. Gilvin, hear your input on the proposal, and 
answer any questions you might have about the grant 
or the period of renewal itself.
You are invited to join Rev. Gilvin for (virtual)  
coffee and conversation on Zoom at 4 pm, Sunday, 
May 17.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85159042182?pwd=cW
NvRDZ6Y0dkdUdtQUF6VkhIVVlGdz09
Meeting ID: 851 5904 2182 
Password: 613847 
Dial:+1 301 715 8592
Meeting ID: 851 5904 2182 
Password: 613847
For More information about the Lilly Renewal Program, 
please visit their website.
Please join us for a conversation about this exciting 
opportunity for our congregation.
Katie Wylie, Congregational President 
Bob Sauser, Congregational Vice-President 
Barbara Voss, Chair of The Elders

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85159042182?pwd=cWNvRDZ6Y0dkdUdtQUF6VkhIVVlGdz09


FROM THE TABLE
It is with a mixture of sadness and celebration that I 
share some news with you.
Gary Wilkes, our Music Director for more that 20 years, 
has announced his retirement, effective June 5th.
Gary and Lisa will be moving to Nashville in July, as 
Lisa has accepted a new teaching position with Metro 
Nashville Schools.
We are excited for them both, yet we will miss their 
many contributions to the life of First Christian, and 
we will miss their lovely faces!
Gary has written his own announcement for the 
Bridge, which you can read below.  Lonna Williams, a 
member of the choir, has also added some heartfelt 
words celebrating Gary.
Physical distancing in order to minimize the 
transmission of COVID-19 has made celebrating Gary 

and Lisa a little more complicated than usual, since we 
can’t gather together in our worship space to do so.  
We are working on a plan for celebrating him, and will 
let you know when and how we will do that!
Thanks, Gary, for all of the gifts you have shared with 
the entire Chattanooga community for more than 
twenty years.  
We thank you, and we thank God for 
you!
Grateful to be in ministry with you, 
Brandon

One of the ways that you can help celebrate 
Gary’s ministry is by contributing to a Love 
Offering for him.  If you would like to do so, 
please send a check or electronic contribution 
to the church office, and note that it is in 
celebration of Gary.

This week, Gary Wilkes shared with the church staff 
and the choir that he and Lisa will be moving to 
Nashville in July, where she has taken a position with 
Metro Nashville Public Schools.
Gary has served as Music Director at First Christian 
Church for over twenty years. Under his leadership, 
our small choir has sung a host of music, from the 
simplest hymns and anthems, to glorious classics 
performed with chamber orchestra. We have also 
been accompanied in worship by numerous student 
musicians brought in as guest instrumentalists. 
Gary’s departure will leave a huge hole in our hearts. 
We nearly lost him once, fearing then for his very life, 
and we are so thankful to have had so many years 
together. Gary made clear that we were not just a job 
to him; he and Lisa made themselves deeply a part of 
the congregation and welcomed us into their home, 
into their lives, and into our hearts. We are so grateful 
to them both for sharing their talents and friendship 
with us, and we will miss them greatly. 
Now is not a comfortable time or place for our 
communities, our churches and especially for our 

music families. It is uncertain when we will again 
worship together face-to-face or sing together side- 
by-side. Regardless of what that looks like or how it 
changes us, we are bound together by our history 
together and by the love for music that drew us into 
this circle. Gary’s legacy of ministry in music and Lisa’s 
gifts of service will always be part of that history, and 
our circle will grow wider still as we share them with 
the Nashville community and bid them god-speed.
On behalf of the choir, Lonna Williams 

P.S. And here’s the only appropriate sentence I could 
lift verbatim from Bob Sauser’s comments: “It just will 
not be the same without him in front of us.”



	  

MAY
14 Catherine Shutters
17 Janet Johnson 
20 Adrianne Allen, Jim Grant
24 Rebekah Haymes 
25 Kyle Cutsinger 
26 Zander Morgan
27 Ann Knauff-Garido, Bob Sauser, 
 Joy Wagner
28 Jill Rafiee
29 Ron Branson

CONNECT WITH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Senior Minister ......................................... Rev. Brandon Gilvin
 brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
Associate Minister ....................................Rev. Jonathan Hyde
 jonathan@firstchristian-chat.com
Office Manager .................................................. Victoria Flores
 victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant .........................................Andrea McCurdy
 finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director .......................................................Gary Wilkes
 gwilkes428@gmail.com
Organist ...................................................................Sarah Harr
 sarahharr@ymail.com
General Church email ............. church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website ....................................... www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ......................www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram ..................www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
Twitter ................................ www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address ................ 650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number .................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours ............................ Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ............................. Monday, 3 pm

Birthday Not Listed?  
Email Betty Proctor at baproctor@epbfi.com


