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suNdays: Christian education for all ages: 9:30 am | Coffee & Conversation: 10:30 am | worship: 11 am

New update From Bethany hills
As we stand in the face of this 
pandemic, we are adapting to these new 
circumstances we find ourselves in. This 
year we will be holding camp virtually. 
We understand that not everyone has 
the resources to participate in virtual 
camp, and we will be in touch with 

churches in order to organize a solution for those campers. 
Our top priority is to make camp accessible to all who wish to 
participate, as always.
Upon registration, each camper will receive a camp box with 
goodies such as a t-shirt, friendship bracelet string, small 
group materials, games, and more! Each week of camp will 
look differently— just as it normally would at camp. Our older 
age groups will have an online camp each night. Whereas our 
younger age groups will rely more on family engagement. 
This year the theme of our curriculum is “This is Our Prayer”-- 
let this be a time to reflect on this tumultuous time and find 
solace in the Bethany Hills community, though we are far 
apart. Our directors and staff are working hard to keep each of 
you connected to this spiritual place we call Bethany Hills.
July 6-10: Chi Rho (grades 6-8) - 6:30-8:30 PM CST via Zoom
July 13-17: CYF (grades 9-12) - 6:30-8:30 PM CST via Zoom
July 20-22: Junior (grades 3-5) - 6:30-7:00 PM CST via Zoom
July 20-22: Discovery (grades K-2) at your own pace and 
timing with family! Use this link to register:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_bEmon
YJWB7fFZ8b3NPAbSZFFf06AcJWWpWtUxZf6CfcJfQ/viewform

Members share Family grad Photos!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_bEmonYJWB7fFZ8b3NPAbSZFFf06AcJWWpWtUxZf6CfcJfQ/viewform


Children’s sunday school: Jesus’ Top 10
• Reading the stories about Jesus in the New 

Testament is not a small job; it’s a big job.
• What is the most important thing Jesus 

wants me to remember to do as I live my 
life? 

• Let’s count down the top-ten list of things 
Jesus wants us to remember.

dOwNlOad The aCTiViTy here: bit.ly/3cSCHCl

sunday, May 31
 9:30 am: stephen underwood Bible study
 Week 4: Creator and Creation. 
 Join Zoom Meeting
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81812255240?pw 
 d=WjNyekZQVHlZd21GYUg3dUtpaVF4Zz09
 Meeting ID: 818 1225 5240
 Password: 539857
 +1 312 626 6799

 10:00 am: sunday school with scot & alan
 Join Zoom Meeting
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84397861904?pw 
 d=Y0hjdGdDSUI5eFlCU0xyQjBoUW9xZz09 
 Meeting ID: 843 9786 1904
 Password: 456483 
 +1 312 626 6799

10:30 am : Virtual Coffee hour
 Join Zoom Meeting
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83958315129
 Meeting ID: 839 5831 5129
 +1 301 715 8592 
11:00 am : worship
 https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/ 

Monday, June 1
10:30 am  - VIRTUAL Staff Meeting

The Week ahead
All In-Person Activities at First Christian Church are Postponed  

until Further Notice due to Covid-19 Risk Reduction

First Christian Church 
now has a private 
Facebook page!  You 
can post pictures, provide 
updates, ask/answer 
questions, or just share a 
happy thought for the day! 

We will still have our public Facebook page for 
community announcements. This new page will 
only be accessible to members of First Christian 
Church. To join, please go to Facebook, search for 
“First Christian Church Chattanooga”and ask 
to be a member. One of the administrators of the 
page will approve your membership and you are 
in!  If you have any questions, please contact Jill 
Rafiee at jillrafiee@yahoo.com or 704-787-2121.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81812255240?pwd=WjNyekZQVHlZd21GYUg3dUtpaVF4Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84397861904?pwd=Y0hjdGdDSUI5eFlCU0xyQjBoUW9xZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83958315129
https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1t-cocElVUOj4x7uZ7VTJyu2Z-0bZPurjjASNbNcWj1k/edit#slide=id.g872f964ee7_0_11


FrOM The TaBle
First Christian Church pro-actively shifted from 
holding in-person worship to online worship on 
March 15th. 
we made this decision based on the best public 
health information we had at the time for the 
sake of our members, our staff, and anyone who 
might come into our building. 
we made this decision for the sake of the whole 
body. we made this decision for the sake of one 
another, for the sake of our neighbors.
On May 22nd, President Trump announced 
that he would sign an executive order deeming 
Churches, Mosques, synagogues, and other 
houses of worship as essential services. in his 
comments, he added that he wanted churches to 
be open.
we have, however, not been closed. Through 
Online worship, we have held church every 
sunday since March 15th. we have created 
opportunities to gather as a community, we have 
continued our educational programming, and 
we have, through ministry grants, supported 
food insecure families in our community and 
those impacted by the easter tornado here in 
Chattanooga. 
Our leadership and our staff have been hard at 
work in a very challenging, fluid environment. 
They’ve pivoted and learned new skills in order to 
respond to those challenges, and they have done 
so, knowing that while we don’t know everything 
about COVid-19, we know enough to know that 
our most vulnerable members are also some 
of our most loyal, and our freedom to gather 

as a faith community does not outweigh our 
responsibility to care for one another.
we will return to in-person worship, but now is 
not the time to do so.
Our return will be data-driven, not date-driven.  
we will not set an arbitrary date for reopening. 
we will, as we have since the emergence 
of COVid-19, learn from the best practices 
recommended by the Centers for disease Control, 
our health department, our insurance Provider, 
and the Office of the General Minister and 
President of the Christian Church (disciples of 
Christ).
we are currently assembling a leadership team to 
help us distill those best practices into a phased 
plan for returning to in-person worship. For those 
of you unable to access our online worship, we 
are working on ways to help you do so.
we haven’t stopped being church. we haven’t 
stopped being the Body of Christ.
But i know that also doesn’t mean we’ve stopped 
missing one another.  
i miss you all terribly.
we will gather again for in-person worship—as a body. 
But we must never forget that what is truly 
essential in the Christian faith is our love for the 
god who creates us, and our love for one another.
and we best live into that when we prioritize the 
physical health of everybody.
May the Peace of Christ be with 
you until we meet again.

Rev. Brandon



	  

MaY
28 Jill Rafiee
29 Ron Branson
31 Stephen Morgan, Anya Wiisanen, 
 Lisa Wilkes 
June
1 Dominic Renfro
2 Sarah Close, Patrick Enamuel, Scottie  
 Summerlin 
5 Byron Cole, Lonna Williams 
9 Fielding Atchley 

connecT WiTh firST chriSTian church 
Senior Minister ......................................... Rev. Brandon Gilvin
 brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
Associate Minister ....................................Rev. Jonathan Hyde
 jonathan@firstchristian-chat.com
Office Manager .................................................. Victoria Flores
 victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant .........................................Andrea McCurdy
 finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director .......................................................Gary Wilkes
 gwilkes428@gmail.com
Organist ...................................................................Sarah Harr
 sarahharr@ymail.com
General Church email ............. church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website ....................................... www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ......................www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram ..................www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
Twitter ................................ www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address ................ 650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number .................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours ............................ Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ............................. Monday, 3 pm

Birthday Not Listed?  
Email Betty Proctor at baproctor@epbfi.com


