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The Bridge NewsleTTer | juNe 21, 2020
suNdays: Christian education for all ages: 9:30 am | Coffee & Conversation: 10:30 am | worship: 11 am

As many of you know, every year we celebrate World 
Refugee Day, a time to reflect upon and honor 
the stories and contributions of refugees in our 
community. Normally we host a huge party, but this 
year will be a little different:
world refugee day: Together at home goes live 
THIS SATURDAY! We still have a few celebration kits 
available, so we’ve decided to extend the deadline to 
this Wednesday, June 17th! Kits will be available for 
pick-up on Friday June 19 from 12-2pm at Bridge’s 
office. Order now! https://www.bridgerefugees.org/
world-refugee-day-2020/.
These kits include activities and resources to follow 
along with the live event - henna supplies, spices and 
treats from around the world, educational resources, 
and more - all in a “Refugees Welcome” tote bag. Kits 
can be purchased for $25, and while the live event is 
free to watch we encourage the Bridge community to 
order kits as well! 
We’re also partnering with Jinan’s Kitchen and The 

Mad Priest to offer an Iraqi lunch for pick-up on the 
20th. There are less than 70 meals left so act fast! 
All information for ordering kits and meals can be 
found at https://www.bridgerefugees.org/world-
refugee-day-2020/. 
For those that are on Facebook, we’d love for you to 
share the event on your personal pages and invite your 
friends! Please let me know if you have any questions, 
and we hope to see you (virtually) on the 20th!
Hannah Mask 
Volunteer & Community Outreach Manager 
Bridge Refugee Services  
(423) 713-9477 
volunteermanager@bridgerefugees.org

https://www.bridgerefugees.org/world-refugee-day-2020/
https://www.bridgerefugees.org/world-refugee-day-2020/


The Week ahead
sunday, june 21
9:30 am: sunday school with scot & alan
 Join Zoom Meeting
 https://bit.ly/30VIPGO
 Meeting ID: 835 0517 4054
 Password: 010637 
 +1 301 715 8592

10:30 am : Virtual Coffee hour
 Join Zoom Meeting
 https://bit.ly/3heTCld
 Meeting ID: 839 5831 5129
 +1 301 715 8592 
11:00 am : worship
 https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/ 

Monday, june 22
10:30 am  - VIRTUAL Staff Meeting

All In-Person Activities at First Christian Church are Postponed until 
Further Notice due to Covid-19 Risk Reduction

First Christian COVid-19 Fund
If you have been impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic, there is a special fund available to help 
FCC members.  Whether it is related to medical 
expenses, a job layoff or other economic hurdle, 
please be in touch with a member of the pastoral 
staff, and we will do our best to help out.

2020 May stewardship report
 Income	 Expenses	 Profit/Loss	 Budget	YTD	 %	Loss

yTd $151,596 $162,468 ($10,872) $189,039 -7%

May $35,944 $32,056 ($3,887)	 $37,808	 11%

Please let me know if you have any questions or 
would like to see any financial reports.
Alan Voss, Treasurer

VirTual suMMer 
CaMP 2020 daTes
Chi Rho: Grades 6-8 
 July 6-10 (6:30-8:30 pm CST)
CYF: Grades 9-12 
 July 13-17 (6:30-8:30 pm CST)
Junior: Grades 3-5 
 July 20-22 (6:30-7 pm CST)
Firsters & Discovery: Grades K-2 
 July 20-22 (at your own time + pace)
Chi Rho, CYF, and Junior: $35; Discovery: $30 by 
July 1.
Contact us at courtneysells2016@gmail.com or 
dee@tndisciples.org

https://bit.ly/30VIPGO
https://bit.ly/3heTCld
https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/


FrOM The TaBle
 No stale Canned goods here:   
On giving Our Best to the Church
Chuck Blaisdell is a retired Disciples Pastor who 
has served in congregational ministry, regional 
ministry, and in a variety of other settings. 
He recently wrote this thoughtful reflection 
on stewardship and the Church in the era of 
COVID-19.

“when one of our daughters was a child, her 
school had a food drive for needy families and i 
helped	her	fill	a	bag,	going	into	our	pantry	and	
bringing	out	things	like	the	can	of	pickled	beets	
that	no	one	in	the	family	liked	nor	could	say	how	
it	had	gotten	there,	the	packaged	muffin	mixes	
of	dubious	flavor	combinations,	and	the	squid-
flavored	ramen	noodles	that	had	managed	(I	
wonder why?) to go uneaten for two years and 
which had enough sodium for a small city.“ 
“Our	daughter	finally	looked	at	me	and	in	a	
commanding voice said, “No, daddy!  No. we are 
not	just	giving	people	the	things	we	don’t	like;	
they	deserve	the	things	we	like	best	because	that	
is	what	makes	our	gift	meaningful	and	helpful.”		
(she always was precocious!) during this scary 
and strange time, you and i are called to continue 
to	give	our	best.	“	
and so many of you have indeed done so - your 
“prayers	without	ceasing”	(as	Paul	says),	your	
mask-making,	your	fetching	groceries	for	a	
neighbor,	your	mowing	a	neighbor’s	yard,	and	
countless other examples. your continued gifts 
to	the	church	are	also	an	expression	of	your	best	

and we are grateful.  in this time where there 
is	much	talk	of	“essential”	services,	the	mission	
and ministry and witness of the church remain 
theologically essential: 
•	 in the midst of violence perpetrated on 

minorities it is theologically essential that 
we continue our recorded worship service, 
witness and powerful preaching, testifying to 
a	God	of	justice	for	all;	

•	 in time when it is estimated that one-third 
of americans are actually depressed. it 
is theologically essential that the church 
continue	its	work	of	keeping	people	
connected;	

•	 in a time when economic uncertainty has 
ravaged households it is theologically 
essential	that	your	church	aids	such	folks.		

yOur continued generous giving (and even 
increasing	that	giving	if	you	are	able)	makes	all	
these	things	possible.		Whatever	you	can	give	will	
help in a time when the future is uncertain and 
the needs are up. 
Thank	you,	thank	you!
 Don’t Forget, even though we are not able to 
gather for in-person worship, you can give in a 
variety of ways: via a check mailed to the church, 
, by setting up with your bank a monthly “ACH 
payment” to the church, or by adding the church 
to your online bill payees and issuing a check to 
the church, or through Givelify here

Grateful to be in Ministry with you, 
Rev. Gilvin

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MjA0OTg=/selection_


	  

June 
18 Kirsten Hyde 
19 John Holcombe, Konnie Smithers 
20 Scot Crosslin, Judy Duncan, Bitse Griggs 
22 Tony Adkins
23 Lillian Fulgham
24 Peggy Brannen, Lesley Morgan
28 Moggie Henry, Barbara Northcut
29 Bell King, John Hewitt King,  
 Alice Pearce

connecT WiTh firST chriSTian church 
Senior Minister ......................................... Rev. Brandon Gilvin
 brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
Associate Minister ....................................Rev. Jonathan Hyde
 jonathan@firstchristian-chat.com
Office Manager .................................................. Victoria Flores
 victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant .........................................Andrea McCurdy
 finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director .......................................................Gary Wilkes
 gwilkes428@gmail.com
Organist ...................................................................Sarah Harr
 sarahharr@ymail.com
General Church email ............. church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website ....................................... www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ......................www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram ..................www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
Twitter ................................ www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address ................ 650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number .................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours ............................ Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ............................. Monday, 3 pm

Birthday Not Listed?  
Email Betty Proctor at baproctor@epbfi.com




