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Sundays: Christian Education for all ages: 9:30 am | Coffee & Conversation: 10:30 am | Worship: 11 am

Seeking God’s Wholeness. Expanding The Table. Nurturing Justice.

Support FCC This Holiday Season

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the
charitable organization of your choice,
meaning you can support First Christian
Church using the Amazon shopping app on
iOS and Android mobile phones, or on your
computer!
Simply follow these instructions to turn on
AmazonSmile and start generating donations.
• Open the Amazon Shopping app on your
device
• Go into the main menu of the Amazon
Shopping app and tap into ‘Settings’
• Tap ‘AmazonSmile’ and follow the
on-screen instructions to complete the
process
• If you do not have the latest version of
the Amazon Shopping app, update your
app.
• Click https://amzn.to/3haazw8 for
instructions.

the week ahead
Sunday, November15

9:30 am: Sunday School with Alan Cates
Adult Educational: “Does it really matter?”
This Sunday we’ll be considering this provocative
question about our lives and our faith. Stretching
from the ancient world of the Bible to the world in
which we live now, people have wrestled with this
question. Come and join the conversation.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://bit.ly/3ljQhDd
Meeting ID: 883 3888 6588
Passcode: 797869
Dial by your location:
+1 929 205 6099
10:30 am: Virtual Coffee Hour - New Link!
Join Zoom Meeting
https://bit.ly/33zIYki
Meeting ID: 832 7540 8999
Passcode: 365538
Dial by Location: +1 929 205 6099
11:00 am: Worship
Proclamation: Less Isn’t More
Rev. Jonathan
Matthew 25:14-30
https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/

THE HYDE OUT
“To give anything less than your best, is to
sacrifice the gift.”- Steve Prefontaine
This week we will be looking at a popular
scripture that is both comforting and challenging.
It is the parable of the servants and the talents. I
don’t want to give too much of it away here, but
I do have a few quick thoughts on what keeps us
from sharing/giving/using our talents or gifts to
honor God while uplifting others.
For me, the lack of giving your best boils down
to two simple things: fear and gratitude (or lack
thereof). Most people do not give their best
because it’s a fail safe, a safety net. If you only
lean halfway in and fail, the ego helps remind
you that you didn’t give it all you had, and it
would probably be different if you would have
really tried.
It’s scary when we give our all because if we lose
it gives us a very clear picture of where we are in
that moment. But from a Jesus perspective, that
is the absolute best outcome. To give everything
and lose are two big ideas in how we actually
receive or understand abundant life.
Lack of gratitude will always result in bitterness.
When we are not grateful for what we have, the
ego will always look at others and compare. Once
we start down that road of comparison things
will never end well because we will never be
enough, or never have enough. When we practice
gratitude daily, we stop looking at others as
having more or less, and are simply grateful for
what they also have. This idea is found directly

in the Lord’s Prayer when we pray “give us today
our daily bread. “ If we look slightly inside of
ourselves, we will come to the conclusion that
God has indeed given us our daily bread today
and that should compel us into gratitude.
Embracing fear and practicing gratitude are
not easy tasks. However, they are essential to
a vibrant Christian life. I invite you to join us
online this Sunday as I will dive a little deeper
into these ideas.
Blessings,
Rev. Jonathan Hyde

Stewardship Campaign

This Sunday, we will be celebrating and
dedicating the gifts FCC has brought forth as part
of our annual Stewardship Campaign.
As of Monday, November 9th, we have received
43 pledges totaling $202,840. This is a great
start for our Stewardship Campaign. We are truly
a Faithful, Hopeful, Loving congregation! We
still have a ways to go in order to plan for our
ministry together in 2021. If you haven’t had
an opportunity to submit an estimate of giving
card, you are encouraged to do so at your earliest
convenience. If you’ve lost your original card, the
church office will gladly provide a replacement
for you! Feel free to reach out to Victoria in the
office to do so.  
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Hillary Allen, Lorraine Hipp
Hoke Petree
Erick Griggs
Gigi Bluford
Monica DeFriese, Jim Fletcher
Allan Lehr
Renée King
Will Wandell
Jaxson Hyde, Bill Obert
Judy Fitzgerald
Otis Flynn
Elizabeth Hamilton

Birthday Not Listed?

Email Betty Proctor at baproctor@epbfi.com
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