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This year the choir will be producing a virtual 

performance of selections from Joseph 

martin’s “Festival of carols.” This beautiful 

cantata features the classic christmas hymns 

that we all know and love, ornamented by 

some incredible orchestrations (which will be 

performed by local professional musicians). 

while we all wish that we could be together 

this time of year to celebrate and sing 

together, we hope that you will still enjoy 

this wonderful cantata and that you might 

join us in singing from home (if it is safe for 

you to do so). 

Joseph martin’s music will surely transport 

you right to the sanctuary where you can 

imagine yourself being surrounded by the 

beautiful harmonies being sung by the 

choir and the incredible textures of the 

orchestra. Not only will we feature great 

local professional orchestral musicians, 

we will also invite other singers from the 

choral community to join us in this great 

undertaking. we hope that this cantata will 

enhance our weekly worship by bringing you 

peace, inspiration, and joy! 

Sunday, December 13

11:00 am



The Week ahead
sunday, december 13
9:30 am: sunday school Topic &  
                   speaker TBa
 Join Zoom Meeting
  https://bit.ly/36Tq5KG
 Meeting ID: 867 6454 8107
 Passcode: 842076
 Dial by your location: +1 312 626 6799

10:30 am: Virtual coffee hour
 Join Zoom Meeting
 https://bit.ly/33zIYki
 Meeting ID: 832 7540 8999
 Passcode: 365538
 Dial by Location: +1 929 205 6099 

11:00 am : worship
 Proclamation: Joy: Christmas Cantata
 FCC Chancel Choir

 https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/ 

2020 has been a year like no other.  Please join 
the leadership and pastoral staff of First Christian 
Church to discuss what has gone on in the life of 
the church in 2020 and what the challenges and 
hopes are for our congregation in 2021.

Join Zoom meeting:
https://bit.ly/37rw2hj

•	 Meeting ID: 848 7529 9416
•	 Passcode: 839929
•	 Dial: +1 301 715 8592

support Fcc This holiday season
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to support First Christian 
Church using the Amazon shopping app on iOS 
and Android mobile phones, or on your computer!
Click https://amzn.to/3haazw8  
for instructions.

https://bit.ly/36Tq5KG
https://bit.ly/33zIYki
https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/
https://amzn.to/3haazw8
https://bit.ly/37rw2hj


FrOm The TaBle
The longest lent
a wooden cross draped in purple, a rustic outlier 
to the rest of the white decor of the colonial style 
sanctuary, has been holding its own vigil since 
march. The people who should be here are in 
exile.
Perhaps that it is melodramatic. Perhaps 
diaspora is better word. Perhaps quarantine. 
Nevertheless, we, like so many congregations 
across the country--across the world--have been 
holding our worship services completely online 
since the third sunday of lent. The liturgical 
dress of the sanctuary announces this absence, 
this frozen season, to the few of us who enter--
always on our own, not even as two or three.
like every church sanctuary, this one has its 
unique beauty--and quirks. it is positioned 
perfectly for catching morning sunlight, but the 
video projector must compete with that natural 
light on the days when the minister feels like 
a visual is needed to put just the right accent 
on a sermon. The stained glass, foggy, offers 
a humble translucence that makes the sun all 
the more beautiful. There are creaky doors, a 
cranky lock, pews that are “reserved” by custom 
but not dogma or design, a heating and cooling 
system that has tested the budget and faith of 
generations of worshippers. sound bounces 
through this place like a dream--singers from 
across the city will tell you that it can make a 
choir of three sound like a choir of thirty.

But now we don’t sing here.
when i walk in, i am masked, just in case there 
is someone else in the building. Perhaps there 
is a song in the air or my earbuds.  O come, O 
come, emmanuel.
yes, i think, come quickly, by cloud or by vaccine.
Rejoice.

how soon december has come. 
There are still sunday mornings where laughs 
are shared over coffee, even if there are no hugs. 
an annual advent tradition, usually pulling in a 
crowd on a winter’s night, instead draws people 
to flat screen televisions, phones, and laptops. 
we still pass the peace, though--that is the sort 
of people we are.
The spring’s purple vestments are back in 
fashion. But they have not returned, at least 
not in the way we expect them to--they’ve held 
one long uninterrupted vigil while we, for 
safety’s sake--for one another’s sake--wave to the 
screen, share a common metaphor as if it were a 
common cup, mourn in lonely exile, and reckon 
with the advent of a pandemic.
Rejoice.

Rev. Brandon Gilvin,
Senior Minister



	  

deceMber 
11 Rosemary Standefer
13  Rebecca Floyd
15 Bonnie Standley
20 Andrew King
21 Dewayne Renfro, Jake Sauser
22  Julia Martin, Kenny Standley
25  Thomas Street
28  Phyllis Grant
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Birthday Not Listed?  
Email Betty Proctor at baproctor@epbfi.com


