FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
The Bridge Newsletter | december 20, 2020

Sundays: Christian Education for all ages: 9:30 am | Coffee & Conversation: 10:30 am | Worship: 11 am

Seeking God’s Wholeness. Expanding The Table. Nurturing Justice.

FCC Needs your Pictures of
Decorations

We’d like to feature your Christmas
decorations in this year’s Christmas Eve
service! Please take photos of trees,
wreaths, wrappings, nativity scenes-anything you feel captures how you
celebrate Christmas--and email it to
brandon@firstchristian-chat.com. Please
add any explanatory notes you think are
necessary!

the week ahead
Sunday, December 20

9:30 am: Sunday School w/ Jean Blackburn
Matthew 2:1-12

On December 21, 2020, in a rare ‘Christmas Star’,
the planets, Jupiter and Saturn, will be visible for the
first time in centuries. The last time these two stars
were this close was 1623. However, the alignment
was probably not visible since the planets were very
close to the sun. So likely, the last time the Christmas
Star was seen with the naked eye was 1226.
On the 21st the two planets will look like a single
star and will be the brightest object in the sky.
Since this astronomical event was likely the Star of
Bethlehem, the Sunday Lesson will Focus on your
personal birth story and compare it to the Birth of
the Christ Child.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://bit.ly/36Tq5KG
Meeting ID: 867 6454 8107
Passcode: 842076
Dial by your location: +1 312 626 6799

10:30 am: Virtual Coffee Hour

Join Zoom Meeting
https://bit.ly/33zIYki
Meeting ID: 832 7540 8999
Passcode: 365538
Dial by Location: +1 929 205 6099

11:00 am: Worship
Luke 1:26-38; Luke 1:46-55
Proclamation: Love: Children’s Program
https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/

First Christian Friends:
I hope you will join us on December 27th for an
end-of-year congregational meeting. During this
meeting, you will receive an update from our finance
team, and receive some more information concerning
the state and future of the church from pastoral and
lay leadership. It will also be a great time to ask any
questions you might have.
One of the things we will be updating you on is the
work our visioning team has been doing with Sandy
Clingan Smith. As you may remember, Smith has been
consulting with us, pro bono, as we work on a strategic
plan for moving forward as a church. The visioning
team, which represents folks from across the spectrum
of First Christian’s membership, has met for three
sessions in November and December.
In these sessions, we have worked to articulate a vision
for the future ministry of First Christian. We have
named the obstacles to achieving that vision and have
also considered ways we might overcome obstacles
and resolve the contradictions between the vision we
have and obstacles we face. You’ll receive a separate
mailing outlining these in a bit more detail this week.
We’re looking forward to this time of conversation,
information sharing, and discernment!
Join Zoom Meeting: https://bit.ly/37rw2hj
• Meeting ID: 848 7529 9416
• Passcode: 839929
• Dial: +1 301 715 8592

THE HYDE OUT
Every year the Children’s Nativity play is a
good reminder of the chaos that surrounded
the original Christmas. From a production
stand point, it is never great. Every once in a
while there is a kid who has a talent to sing
but more times than not the singing isn’t
the best children’s choir around. Yet, there
is something so magical about that Sunday
that reminds us that chaos, imperfections,
and laughter are all part of the Christmas
story and the Christian journey.
During a recent staff meeting, Dr. Harr
lamented that one of the problems of
always recording is that there are no
mistakes because, if you make one while
recording, you just re-record. Though
it would seem that this is a good
thing, you lose the beauty of the live
music with the occasional slip up or
tongue-tied reading.
I assure you, the video for the Advent
Play will contain enough chaos. Your
Christmas may look very different
this year than in years past, but
perhaps there are things about our
current situation that connect us in
a unique way to the original scene
where Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus
spent that Christmas without many
others around.
Blessings, Jonathan Hyde
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Email Betty Proctor at baproctor@epbfi.com
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