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Sundays: Christian Education for all ages: 9:30 am | Coffee & Conversation: 10:30 am | Worship: 11 am

Seeking God’s Wholeness. Expanding The Table. Nurturing Justice.

Join us on the First Christian Facebook Page or
YouTube Channel at 5:30 pm on Christmas Eve
https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/

The FCC OFFICE WILL
BE CLOSED FROM
DECEMBER 24th
through January 4.
In the event of an
emergency, please
reach out to Rev.
Gilvin or Rev. Hyde
on their cell phones.

Hi friends,
We know that celebrating Christmas is different this
year, and may feel extra hard for many. Maybe you’re
going to be away from family, or not gathering in person
with friends over the holidays for the very first time.
Besides being so different, we’re also noticing the
season is somehow... still feeling hectic! Though you’re
probably pretty Zoomed out from the year, too, Lisa and
I wanted to invite anyone interested to join us Thursday
(Christmas Eve morning) for a casual cup of coffee/
tea— no agenda besides taking a moment for a collective
deep breath, check in, and a prayer as we move into
awaiting the birth of the Christ child.
We’ll be on Zoom Thursday morning 10:30 to 11 am,
and anyone is welcome to pop in. Please note that by
casual, we really mean it— we may still be in pajamas or
workout clothes at our house!
If we don’t see you then, our prerecorded selves will
“see” you for the Christmas Eve worship service later
that night! Please know that we love and miss everyone,
that we’re feeling 2020 right along with you, and that
we’re praying for safety, health, hope, and peace (even a
little extra this year).
https://bit.ly/3pfwHcU
Meeting ID: 812 0371 3319
Passcode: 307689
Dial by your location: +1 312 626 6799

the week ahead: Sunday, December 27

No Sunday School on December 27th. We will be having coffee hour at 10:30 am, followed by an End-of-The-Year
Congregational Meeting at 11 am. Please Join us for this meeting on the 27th for updates on the life of the church,
including news from our Finance Team and our Visioning Team.

10:30 am
Virtual Coffee Hour

Join Zoom Meeting
https://bit.ly/33zIYki
Meeting ID: 832 7540 8999
Passcode: 365538
Dial by Location: +1 929 205 6099

11:00 am
Congregational Meeting
Join Zoom Meeting
https://bit.ly/2WAKI8D
Meeting ID: 848 7529 9416
Passcode: 839929
Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592

FROM THE TABLE
Last week, in a phone call with area faith

leaders, Mayor Andy Berke shared some
information about how Hamilton County and
the City of Chattanooga are coordinating the
distribution of the COVID-19 Vaccine.

As you may be aware, Vaccine distribution in our
community will be led and coordinated by the
Hamilton County Health Department. The City
of Chattanooga is committed to working with
the State of Tennessee, the Hamilton County
Health Department, and Hamilton County
Office of Emergency Management to support a
localized vaccine distribution plan. The state of
Tennessee has released a distribution plan for
the COVID-19 vaccine. Visit:
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/
documents/cedep/novel-coronavirus/COVID-19_
Vaccination_Plan.pdf
This plan will help you understand when access
to the vaccine may be available to you. Most
of us will not be able to get the vaccine until
Summer 2021, so it’s up to us to limit the spread
until then. We know how to do this:
•
•
•
•

Continue to social distance.
Don’t gather with people outside of your
household.
Practice good hygiene.
Wear your mask.

The City of Chattanooga has also put together a
campaign to prepare for the vaccine and dispel
misinformation. There are links to credible
medical information about COVID-19 and

vaccination, as well as other helpful tools. I
encourage you to check this page out: https://
connect.chattanooga.gov/vaccine/
The light is at the end of the tunnel, but we must
continue to be vigilant and careful as individuals
and as a Church, particularly as TN is leading the
nation in the spread of COVID.

I know that this raises uncomfortable

questions for the Christmas season and
painful choices for all of us. Please be careful
and responsible—not gathering beyond your
immediate household this year may make the
difference in whether or not you are able to
gather as a family next year. If you’re looking
for a way to connect with community virtually
on Christmas Eve, please join Lisa and me for
a time of collectively taking a great breath on
Christmas Eve morning. We’d love to see you
(details are in this issue of the Bridge).
Be safe, and know that you are beloved.
Grateful to be in ministry with you,
Rev. Brandon
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