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9:30 am  

Adult education
Join Alan Cates and Scot Crosslin 

for a new adult Sunday school 
series on the oft-neglected  
third person of the trinity,  

the Holy Spirit.

if you’ve ever wondered how the 
Holy Spirit fits into the history, 
theology, and practices of the 
christian faith, this is a great 

time to explore this topic.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://bit.ly/3mVjyec

Meeting id: 867 6454 8107
Passcode: 842076

dial by location: +1 312 626 6799

10:30 am  
Virtual Coffee hour

Join Zoom Meeting
https://bit.ly/33ziYki

Meeting id: 832 7540 8999
Passcode: 365538

dial by location: +1 929 205 6099

The Week AheAd: Sunday, January 3

the fcc office will Be 
cloSed froM deceMBer 
24th through January 4. in 
the event of an emergency, 
please reach out to rev. 
gilvin or rev. Hyde on their 
cell phones.

Dear Beloved in Christ, 
I’ve taken entirely too long to thank you for all you’ve done for me 
since Mother’s passing. But, I needed time to organize my thoughts 
and feelings. And, while I’ve uniquely experienced mourning, First 
Christian Church collectively and universally understands grief and 
loss. Because of our shared past, I can lean into the uncomfortable 
present and uncertain future without fear. Though few of you met 
her, you remembered Mother in prayer,  showering her with cards, 
letters, and photos. For me, many of you have prayed with and for 
me; sent cards and supportive text messages; visited my home; travelled 
to the funeral home; prepared meals; and encouraged me to continue 
teaching Sunday School.  
Sometimes, when we sing together, we ask,“What wondrous love 

is this?” Compassionately, as the body of Christ, you’ve answered 
by showing your faith; producing the sweetest fruits of the Spirit; 
and living the Beatitudes in the name and love of Christ. Many of 
us have endured challenging faith journeys, providentially leading 
us to First Christian Church. And, those experiences make our 
congregation safe, sacred, and unique. I treasure our church; not 
because we’re perfect, but because we’re authentic. So, thank you 
for “weeping with those who weep,” knowing you’ve done it unto 
Christ. And, though we’ve cried together, our joy is completed not 
only in Christ, but also with one another. May God bless you and 
shine his face upon you both now and forevermore. 
Always, Edward Scot Crosslin

11:00 am  
Worship

https://www.facebook.com/FCC.
Chattanooga/

https://bit.ly/3mVjyEc
https://bit.ly/33zIYki
https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/


froM The TABle
in my mind, i’m rewinding to exactly a year ago.

We had lots of plans for first Christian in 2020 
and 2021.

There were going to be lots of plans for the 
future. Two discernment processes. Two partners 
exploring the possibility of a space-sharing 
agreement. our finances looking good.

We’d start planning for our 2021 Sesquicentennial 
celebration. i was planning on an end of the year 
sabbatical for 2021. And of course, we were all 
assuming that we’d be able worship together in 
our sanctuary every Sunday.

But if there’s anything that we’ve actually learned 
in 2020, it’s this:

humans Plan. Viruses laugh at those plans.

So, with a great deal of humility, as a church 
we’ve done some provisional planning.

Some of this was discussed during our end-of-
the-year congregational meeting. We covered a 
lot of ground, so if you missed the meeting or 
missed a detail or two, here are some highlights:

1. As you know, we have not held in-person 
worship services since March. We currently 
anticipate that we will worship and gather 
online until early fall or perhaps the summer, 
depending on the distribution of vaccines 
and how quickly the spread of CoVid-19 is 
contained over the course of the year.

2. financially, we anticipate ending 2020 in the 
black. Contributions have been down, driven 
by a steep drop in unpledged giving, which 
seemed to be connected to in-person church 
attendance. We cut expenses significantly, 
and received a Paycheck Protection Program 
loan as part of the federal CAreS Act, which 
has been forgiven. our conservative financial 
approach and this loan helped close the gap 
as giving decreased. We have some concerns 
for 2021, as we will not be gathering in-
person for at least half the year, but we will 

bring our faith—and our preparation—to 
the work of being church this coming year.

3. The discernment process concerning our 
vision for the church, which includes the 
future of our building, has been a helpful 
series of conversations, and that work will 
continue in 2021. i hope you had a chance 
to look over the report highlighting the 
progress our visioning team has made, and 
that you will contribute your own thoughts 
and questions about the future of first 
Christian. if this year has taught us anything, 
it’s that our church—and our community—
may gather differently, but we can still 
gather. We may worship differently, but we 
still worship the same god and follow the 
same Christ who called us to discipleship.

4. This will still be our Sesquicentennial year, 
and we will celebrate that. how? Well, i 
don’t honestly know, but we will figure that 
out. i have also postponed my sabbatical 
until 2022 for two reasons:  while i did not 
receive a lilly foundation sabbatical grant, i 
received great feedback and encouragement 
to resubmit a revised application; more 
importantly, if our transition to in-person 
worship is not anticipated until mid-2021 or 
later, i don’t feel that that is a time when 
i should be away from fCC. 2022 will be a 
more appropriate time for a time of rest and 
renewal for me.

2020 has taught us all how to be many things. 
flexible. resilient. imaginative. hopefully, we all 
know a bit more about epidemiology. Above all, i 
hope it has taught us what it means to be disciples 
of Christ—filled with hope and faith, working for 
change, and knowing that the path we trod may be 
uncertain, but it is part of our call.

grateful to be in ministry with you, 
Brandon



	  

ConneCT WiTh firST ChriSTiAn ChurCh 
Senior Minister ...................................... rev. Brandon gilvin
 brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
associate Minister .................................. rev. Jonathan Hyde
 jonathan@firstchristian-chat.com
office Manager ............................................. Victoria flores
 victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
financial assistant .......................................andrea Mccurdy
 finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music director ............................................ ismael Sandoval
 sandoval.ismael93@gmail.com
organist ............................................................ Sarah Harr
 sarahharr@ymail.com
general church email .............church@firstchristian-chat.com
website ..................................... www.firstchristian-chat.com
facebook ....................... www.facebook.com/fcc.chattanooga
instagram .................. www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
twitter .............................. www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
address ................ 650 Mccallie ave., chattanooga, tn 37403
Phone number ..............................................423-267-4506
office Hours ...........................Monday-thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge newsletter deadline ..............................Monday, 3 pm

Birthdays
deCeMBer 

30 Brandon gilvin
31 Janet Wallace

JAnuArY 

1 Susan Spurgeon
2 Claire Cole, Paul Shoun,  
 Suzanne Mahoney 
6 karen Coleman, Jennifer lambert, 
 ray Standefer 
7 renee West, Matt Wiisanen
11 Bob gary, Charlie Wylie 
12 Brian givens
13 Jack Summerlin, Jake Summerlin
16 erica Wiisanen
17 kip hamilton, lisa hale gilvin

Birthday not listed?  
Email Betty Proctor at baproctor@epbf i.com




