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SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

SUNDAYS: Christian Education for all ages: 9:30 am | Coffee & Conversation: 10:30 am | Worship: 11 am

History of the Disciples - Part 2
A HERITAGE OF OPENNESS AND ECUMENISM
The Disciples have a long heritage of openness to other 
Christian traditions having come into existence as a 
19th century protest movement against denominational 
exclusiveness. At the local level and beyond, Disciples are 
frequently involved in cooperative and ecumenical work.

In 1910, the Disciples established the Council on Christian 
Unity, the first denomination in the world to have an 
organization devoted to the pursuit of Christian unity.  
Disciples helped organize the National and World Councils 
of Churches. Former General Minister and President Sharon 
Watkins was a member of the WCC governing body and also 
an officer on the NCC board (2013-17). The denomination 
also contributed the first lay president of the National 
Council (1960-63), Indiana industrialist J. Irwin Miller.

The Rev. Paul A. Crow Jr., retired president of the Council on 
Christian Unity, the Rev. Michael K. Kinnamon, now retired 
from the faculty at Seattle University, and the Rev. Patrice 
Rosner are Disciples who served as chief executives of the 
Consultation on Church Union – now Churches Uniting in 
Christ (CUIC) – which is striving for visible unity.

In 1977, the Disciples of Christ (through the Disciples 
Ecumenical Consultative Council) have been engaged with 
the Roman Catholic Church in an official international 
dialogue, holding annual meetings, to explore the possibility 
of realizing full visible unity in Christ. The current phase 
of this dialogue, begun in 2013, is focusing on the theme , 
“Christians Formed and Transformed by the Eucharist.”

Disciples have given leadership to the establishment of 

Christian Churches Together in the U.S.A. (CCT) that brings 
together Catholics, Protestants, Orthodox, Evangelicals and 
Pentecostal Christians to seek to make a common witness in 
the United States. The Rev. Richard L. Hamm, former General 
Minister and President, was CCT’s first full-time executive.

In 1989, the Disciples and the United Church of Christ 
declared that “a relationship of full communion now exists 
between our two churches.” The ecumenical partnership rests 
on five pillars of acceptance and cooperation: a common 
confession of Christ; mutual recognition of members; 
common celebration of the Lord’s Supper/Holy Communion; 
mutual recognition and reconciliation of ordained ministries; 
and common commitment to mission.

Joint work between the Disciples’ Division of Overseas 
Ministries and the UCC’s Wider Church Ministries (formerly 
known as United Church Board for World Ministries), dates 
from 1967. World mission for both churches is now carried 
out by the Common Global Ministries Board, established in 
1995.

In 1999, an official dialogue was initiated between the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Christian Church/
Churches of Christ, and the Churches of Christ to explore 
greater understanding and develop greater trust among 
these three “streams” of the Stone-Campbell Movement.

In 2013, key executives of both denominations took the 
necessary training to have mutual ministerial standing in 
both denominations.

In the wider ecumenical movement, Disciples have held 
theological conversations with the Roman Catholic Church 
and with the World Communion of Reformed Churches.



9:30 am  - Adult Education
Heroes & Villians of the Bible -  
With Alan Cates & Scot Crosslin
Alan and Scot will continue their Sunday 
School series on Heroes and Villains of 
the Bible through May 16th.
For those of you who like to read 
the material before class, we will be 
discussing the story of Samson in Judges 
13-16.

New Zoom Meeting Link
https://bit.ly/3ms4zmM
Meeting ID: 872 8546 1356
Passcode: 285381
Dial by Location:  +1 929 205 6099 

10:00 am  
Children’s Choir &  

Sunday School 
with Dr. Harr
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82348289742

11:00 am Worship
Sermon: “Thank You”

Rev. Jonathan
John 13:34-35

https://www.facebook.com/FCC.
Chattanooga/

10:30 am 
Virtual Coffee Hour
NEW Zoom Meeting Link
https://bit.ly/31PF2Kr

Meeting ID: 884 6242 0204
Passcode: 418976

Dial by Location: +1 929 205 6099

THE WEEK AHEAD:  April 11

https://bit.ly/3ms4zmM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82348289742
https://bit.ly/31PF2Kr
https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga/


THE HYDE OUT
The thing that I will miss most about serving 
as a minister at First Christian is the thing 
that made me fall in love with the Disciples 
of Christ … the table. I have had the privilege 
and opportunity over the last seven years to 
constantly invite you to the table every Sunday. 
From my vantage point, it was such a great 
picture of the Kingdom of God being played 
out. People from every walk of life standing in 
the same line to take of the bread of life and 
the cup of forgiveness. A couple of years ago 
our former intern, Stephen, used the phrase, 
“We remember at the table but we also, re-
member at the table.” That phrase has been 
a constant reminder to me of the power that 
happens when we come together under the 
Lordship of Christ. 
I will miss the “check ins” that happen in that 
line. Noticing new haircuts, new glasses, or 
a new friend who is visiting. When I think 
about my time behind the Table, two recurring 
memories stand out. The first is Dominic 
Renfro. Every time he came down the aisle, he 
would grab the biggest piece of bread he could 
muster. Brandon used the phrase “fistfuls of 
grace” recently in regard to Dominic’s approach. 
I love that allusion. Every time Dominic was in 
line, it was always a great reminder of what a 
child’s faith looks like. 

The other memory that I will always have 
from behind the table is Dan Summerlin. From 
the first time to his last time to walk down 
that aisle, he never failed to give a slight two 
thumbs up from the waist. It was always a 
gentle reminder of God’s gentle goodness. I feel 
as though the Holy Spirit gives us the same two 
thumbs up in those moments, when we need it 
most. 
I have had the honor of celebrating, mourning, 
crying, laughing, and lamenting with so many 
of you over the last seven years. First Christian 
has shaped me in so many ways, that I can’t 
really begin to write them all down. You have 
helped me become a father to two wonderful 
children and helped me be a better husband to 
Kirsten. For that, I only have gratitude. 
Just as I have invited you to the table at First 
Christian know that the same invitation stands 
for our kitchen table. When it is safe, know that 
any of you have an open invitation to a meal 
with the Hydes. I look forward to catching up 
over a cup of coffee and staying connected to 
you in this new season of life. 
From the bottom of my heart and soul, thank 
you, thank you, thank you!
Blessings, Rev. Jonathan



	  

CONNECT WITH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Senior Minister .......................................................................... Rev. Brandon Gilvin
 brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
Associate Minister ....................................................................Rev. Jonathan Hyde
 jonathan@firstchristian-chat.com
Office Manager .....................................................................................Victoria Flores
 victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant .........................................................................Andrea McCurdy
 finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director .................................................................................. Ismael Sandoval
 sandoval.ismael93@gmail.com
Organist ............................................................................................................Sarah Harr
 sarahharr@ymail.com
General Church email .................................church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website ....................................................................... www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ................................................www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram ........................................ www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
Twitter ............................................................www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address .......................................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number ....................................................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours .......................................................Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ..........................................................Monday, 5 pm

Birthdays
APRIL 
8 Trip Brannen III
9 Lynda Rolston 
12 Belle Grisham, Clark Williams
16 Debra Branson 
20 Diana Morris, Pete Rolston
22 Betty Floyd
23 Jim Henry
24 Rona Gary
25 Trevor Atchley
28 Gary Wilkes
May 
2 Greg Givens 
5 Hank Bramblet
6 Vicki Hill 

Birthday Not Listed?  
Email Betty Proctor at baproctor@epbfi.com


