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SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

SUNDAYS: Christian Education for all ages: 9:30 am | Coffee & Conversation: 10:30 am | Worship: 11 am

While Rev. Brandon is Away...
Rev. Gilvin will be out of town visiting family 
from June 10th through June 14th.  Emails and 
Voicemails will be returned after he gets back. 
Please connect with one of the Elders or your 
Covenant Group Leader if you have a pastoral 
need.

Elders Chair Andy Johnson:  
andyjohnson0121@gmail.com

SPARKLE DAY #2:  
Saturday, June 26th, 
beginning at 9 am.  

Come and help us get ready 
for our return to worship in 

the sanctuary.  
No matter your skills, we will 

find a job just for you!

First Christian Receives Technology Grant From 
Church Extension:
During the COVID-19 Pandemic, many churches discovered 
that they required upgrades to the technology they used to 
create community and convene worship experiences. Virtual 
worship, virtual Sunday school, and other online activities 
have opened up new possibilities for churches, including our 
own. The Church Extension Fund, a General Ministry of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) launched a matching 
grant program for congregations in need of a technological 
upgrade.  Led by Assistant Treasurer Alan Voss, FCC has 
authored a successful grant proposal for $5,000!  These 
funds will help us upgrade our internet access in the 
sanctuary, upgrade administrative staff computers, and 
install cameras for streaming our worship services so we 
might continue to offer our worship service via YouTube 
and Facebook even as we return to in-person worship in the 
sanctuary, among other things.  Thanks be to God for these 
partnerships through the Church!
To learn more about The Church Extension Fund, visit 
disciplescef.org

https://disciplescef.org/about/
www.disciplescef.org


FCC Friends – Church leadership is seeking volunteers to 
be on the Property Committee. Although such work is not 
particularly exciting (usually!), it is nonetheless rewarding, 
and it is critical to the rich life of our Church. Our physical 
plant is aging and requires ongoing attention. Previous 
experience is not required, as we anticipate that new 
members of the Committee will work with more experienced members. 
If you are willing to learn new skills and help the Church along the way, 
please contact Larry Kirby or Bob Sauser.

THE WEEK AHEAD:  June 13

9:30-10:30 am
Adult Education

Join Alan, David, and Scot
for a continuing conversation 

on King David
 

Zoom Meeting Link
https://tennessee.zoom.

us/j/99474003426

Don’t Forget:   
We Return to In Person 
Worship on June 27th:

Sunday School (in the 
Sanctuary) 10:15-10:45
Worship:  11:00-11:30

https://tennessee.zoom.us/j/99474003426


FROM THE TABLE
Back to Almost Normal

It was so much fun to see folks grab their 
brooms and dust cloths, their ladders and 
buckets, and apply their grit and gumption to 
our Sparkle Day last week.  We made our way 
through a number of items on our list, but 
there’s still plenty more to do. In addition, we 
have contractors working hard to provide some 
upgrades to our HVAC system.  Our Cleaning 
Service will be offering a little extra TLC as 
they help us prepare to reopen, and we are also 
working quickly to upgrade our technology so 
that we can stream our worship service to social 
media, allowing those who do not yet feel safe 
enough to join in-person worship to continue to 
be part of our worship service.

I hope that by now you’ve received a letter 
from the church about our health and safety 
procedures for returning to worship.  I 
realize that these are much more cautious 
and conservative than our County and State 
requirements.  However, as you may be aware, 
while our congregation has reported a high 
vaccination rate, Hamilton County’s overall rate 
remains below 40%, and our children under 12 
are not yet eligible for vaccination.  Reported 
date suggests that there is still considerable 
risk for contracting the COVID-19 virus, and 
while it is relatively rare, the possibility of 
breakthrough infections for vaccinated adults 

does exist.  We strive to be a welcoming 
community—a place that welcomes all to the 
table as Christ did—so to make sure that first 
time guests whose vaccination status we may 
not know, our unvaccinated children, and those 
who may be nervous about returning because of 
issues with their immune systems, opening with 
a conservative approach—including masking, 
distancing and refraining from singing at this 
juncture—is the best way that we can love 
our neighbors at this time.  As we continue to 
learn more about this virus and the efficacy of 
the vaccines, we will update our practices and 
policies.

I’m grateful for the patience and resilience you 
have all exhibited over the last year.  This has 
been a complicated shift, with many moving 
pieces, and we have been so lucky to have the 
leadership that we’ve had over this period. Our 
officers, elders, and covenant group leaders have 
been indefatigable, creative, and above all, filled 
with the sort of compassion that it takes to help 
a church live into its call.

I’m counting down the days until we gather on 
the 27th.  I hope to see you here at FCC—but 
if you’re not able to join us in-person, I look 
forward to waving at you as I greet folks via 
livestream.

As always, I am so grateful to be 
in ministry with you, 
Rev. Brandon



	  

CONNECT WITH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Senior Minister .......................................................................... Rev. Brandon Gilvin
	 brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
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	 victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant .........................................................................Andrea McCurdy
	 finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director .................................................................................. Ismael Sandoval
 sandoval.ismael93@gmail.com
Organist ............................................................................................................Sarah Harr
 sarahharr@ymail.com
General Church email .................................church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website .......................................................................www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ................................................www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram ........................................www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
Twitter ............................................................www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address .......................................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number ....................................................................................423-267-4506
Office	Hours .......................................................Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ..........................................................Monday, 5 pm

Birthdays
June  

10 Tanya Fleury, Fran Petree
12 Brooks McKenna
13 Kate Wallace 
14 Bill Allen
18 Kirsten Hyde 
19 John Holcombe, Konnie Smithers 
20 Scot Crosslin, Judy Duncan, Bitse  
 Griggs 
22 Tony Adkins
23 Lillian Fulgham
24 Peggy Brannen, Lesley Morgan
28 Moggie Henry, Barbara Northcut
29 Bell King, John Hewitt King

Birthday Not Listed? Contact  Us! 




