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SCRIPTURE        
King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, 
‘John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these 
powers are at work in him.’ But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is a 
prophet, like one of the prophets of old.’ But when Herod heard of it, he said, 
‘John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.’

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in 
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had 
married her. For John had been telling Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have 
your brother’s wife.’ And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill 
him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous 
and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly 
perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when 
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the 
leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased 
Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for whatever you 
wish, and I will give it.’ And he solemnly swore to her, ‘Whatever you ask me, I 
will give you, even half of my kingdom.’ She went out and said to her mother, 
‘What should I ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of John the baptizer.’ 
Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, ‘I want you to give me 
at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.’ The king was deeply grieved; 
yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 
Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s 
head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, 
and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples 
heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

Mark 6:14—29
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 Seeking God's Wholeness. Expanding The Table. Nurturing Justice 
Welcome to First Christian Church's Worship Service! 

We are so glad that you are worshiping with us. Thank you for silencing your phone.

PROCLAMATION 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE O Christ the Healer, We Have Come

   A Death in the Family 

Be Still My Soul 
Performed by Bob Sauser (voice) and Gordon Inman (clarinet)

PASTORAL PRAYER AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER (Christians often pray this 

prayer slightly differently. We affirm both Christian unity and theological 

diversity, so we encourage  you to pray this prayer using the language 

with which you are comfortable) Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 

your name. Your kingdom come; Your will be done on Earth as it is in 

Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the Kingdom, the 

power, and the glory forever.

SHARING THE PEACE AND INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
And the table will be wide.
And the welcome will be wide.
And the arms will open wide to gather us in.
And our hearts will open wide to receive.
And we will come as children who trust there is enough. 
And we will come unhindered and free
And our aching will be met with bread
And our sorrow will be met with wine.

J. Wayne Kerr

CALL TO WORSHIP and OPENING PRAYER
Redeeming Sustainer,
visit your people
and pour out your strength and courage upon us,
that we may hurry to make you welcome
not only in our concern for others,
but by serving them
generously and faithfully in your name. Amen.

CHILDREN'S BLESSING
May God Bless You and Keep You. 
May God Fill Your Heart With Song and Your Mind with Wisdom. 
May You Learn Every Day How To Be a Disciple of Christ: 
To heal, to hope, to teach, and above all, to love. 
May you be our teachers, just as we are yours.

Andy JohnsonA READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

ELDER'S PRAYER FOR THE ELEMENTS Larry Kirby 

ELDER'S PRAYER FOR THANKSGIVING 

INVITATION TO COMMUNITY AND TO GIVE 

COMMUNITY BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE                            Live Into Hope

COMMUNION     Here I Am, Lord
Performed by Gordon Inman (clarinet)

David Howard Pettit

ANTHEM
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