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SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

SUNDAYS: Christian Education for all ages: 10-0:45 am | Worship: 11 am

Today’s Schedule

ADULT EDUCATION
10:00-10:45 am, via Zoom

Link to Zoom here: https://bit.ly/3yWIVfL
Meeting ID: 825 6001 9281 | Passcode: 767007

Dial by your location +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

WORSHIP
11:00 am, Recorded Live
Scripture:  John 6: 56-69

“Baked in: The Bread That Came Down From Heaven”  
by Rev. Brandon

Tune into our YouTube channel or  
Facebook Watch page at your leisure

https://www.facebook.com/watch/FCC.Chattanooga/

The Power of Listening
“The most basic and powerful way to 
connect to another person is to listen,” 
says Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen, author 
and integrative medicine professor. 
“Perhaps the most important thing we 
ever give each other is our attention.”

Twice in Mark 4, while teaching, Jesus 
urges, “Let anyone with ears to hear 

listen” (verses 9 & 23, NRSV). One way 
we show what Jesus means to us is by 
truly listening to his word — not just 
hearing sounds but being attentive 
and intentional. Likewise, one way we 
love and serve others is by respectfully 
listening to them: not assuming we 
know what they feel or mean or will 
say; not planning what to say even 
as they’re still speaking, but listening 

deeply to learn about them and their 
experience.

We often think living our faith calls for 
great accomplishments or worldwide 
reach. But Remen says, “A loving silence 
often has … power to heal and to 
connect.” Don’t underestimate something 
as basic and doable as listening as a way 
to practice Christlike love.

https://bit.ly/3yWIVfL
https://www.facebook.com/watch/FCC.Chattanooga/


Helping in Haiti:
An update from Week of Compassion:

On Saturday morning, August 14, a 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake struck the south of Haiti. The earthquake 
was also felt in other Caribbean islands. This 
earthquake was stronger than the 2010 quake that 
devastated the nation’s capital of Port-au-Prince, and 
news outlets are reporting nearly 1,300 lives lost so far. 
Although it is too early to know the full impact of 
the destruction, casualties, and loss of livelihoods, 
initial reports from Week of Compassion partners 
indicate that the impact has been devastating and that 
hospitals are overwhelmed. Thousands of homes have 
been damaged or destroyed. Communication channels 
have been affected, as well as infrastructure including 
roads, which will affect immediate response and create 
challenges in getting help to those in need.
Many aftershocks are making the situation even more 
unstable; and to further complicate response, Haiti is 
currently in the direct path of Tropical Storm Grace, 
expected to make landfall later today (Monday). The 

storm exposes an already vulnerable population to 
high winds and heavy rain that could trigger life-
threatening flash floods and landslides.
Week of Compassion partners have already deployed 
volunteers to help with rescue operations and assess 
the damage. They are working to meet immediate 
needs, including:
• temporary shelters
• flashlights and emergency power generators
• hygiene kits, clothes, water, and food
• first aid kits, health and rescue workers
• fuel, vehicles
Our partners are also planning for longer term 
response, including construction; community-
based psychosocial support and trauma recovery; 
reconstruction of damaged water infrastructure; and 
livelihood support.  
Your generosity will make a big difference for people 
facing unthinkable challenges and great suffering. 
We invite you to give to Week of Compassion and 
designate your gift for earthquake:  
Give online by visiting www.weekofcompassion.org
or Text WoC to 41444
Or mail checks to: 
PO Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN  46206

From 8-8-21

www.weekofcompassion.org


FROM THE TABLE
Well, it was great while it lasted.
I know that the news that we would be shifting 
back to online-only worship was delivered very 
last minute, and I’m grateful for your flexibility and 
understanding. Serving a congregation during the 
COVID-19 pandemic has indeed been challenging, but 
I’m grateful for the kindness, wisdom, and willingness 
to shift plans (again and again!) that you have all 
displayed.
As you might imagine, during this surge—driven 
by the Delta 
variant—we will 
be suspending our 
plans to ease back 
into a pre-COVID 
routine.  Online 
Sunday school will 
continue to be held 
from 10 to 10:45 
am and worship 
will be broadcast 
live (from the 

sanctuary!) at 11 am on our Facebook page, with a 
link that will be delivered in the early afternoon for 
those of you who’d like to watch at a later time.
I am also so grateful for our congregation’s COVID 
response team during this time. They have offered 
wise counsel and have encouraged us to make brave 
choices for the sake of our community’s safety.
Please continue to be as safe as you can. Mask 
and practice distancing when you’re in public, and 
encourage your unvaccinated friends and family to 
receive theirs. I know the “goalposts keep moving,” 
so to speak—but please know that our leadership is 

listening to the 
best advice we 
can find, and we’re 
adopting the best 
practices we can.
Know that you are 
in my prayers, and 
I am grateful to be 
in ministry with 
you.
Peace, Rev. B
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Music Director .................................................................................. Ismael Sandoval
 sandoval.ismael93@gmail.com
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 sarahharr@ymail.com
General Church email .................................church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website ....................................................................... www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ................................................www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram ........................................ www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
Twitter ............................................................www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address .......................................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number ....................................................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours .......................................................Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ..........................................................Monday, 5 pm

Birthdays
August  
18 Matthew King
23  Shawn Fulgham
25  Gail Dobbs, Gail Holcombe
27  Tina Chadwick, Matthew Petree
28  Nancy Dobbs, Meredith Lambert, 
 Patrick Kirby, Buz Smithers 
29  Heather Droke, Sally D. Hunt
30  Ike Summerlin, Kimberly Wynn
31  Maxwell King, Brad Northcut
September  
3 Anna Wylie, Dick Sharpe
4  Diana Summerlin
12 Miller Fulgham
14 Gary Stevens

Birthday Not Listed? Contact  Us! 


