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SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

SUNDAYS: Adult Christian Education: 10-0:45 am | Worship: 11 am

ADULT EDUCATION
10:00-10:45 am, via Zoom

Link to Zoom here:  
https://bit.ly/38Ntf37

Meeting ID: 875 5255 4124
Passcode: 081535

Dial by your location:   
+1 301 715 8592 

WORSHIP
11:00 am, Recorded Live
Scripture:  Mark 9:30-37

“The “Nots” of Jesus: 
Welcoming Not Me” 
Rev. Brandon Gilvin

Tune into our YouTube channel 
or  

Facebook Watch page  
at your leisure

https://www.facebook.com/
watch/FCC.Chattanooga/

FCC BOARD MEETING
First Christian’s Board of 
Directors will be meeting 

this Sunday, September 19th 
via Zoom at Noon.  All FCC 
Members are welcome to 
attend board meetings.   

You can join this meeting by 
following this link:
Join Zoom Meeting:  

https://bit.ly/2YZbR9O
Meeting ID: 852 4263 3155

Passcode: 496341
Dial: +1 312 626 6799

Sunday’s Schedule

https://bit.ly/38Ntf37
https://www.facebook.com/watch/FCC.Chattanooga/
https://bit.ly/2YZbR9O


Celebrating the Life of Alan Derthick
Alan Wendell Derthick, 90, passed away 
at his home on Signal Mountain on 
September 8, 2021. Those of us who 
knew Alan will remember him as one of 
the most generous, humble, creative and 
hardworking people we’ve met.
Alan was born in 1931 to Lawrence and 
Helda Hannah Derthick in Johnson City 
Tennessee. He moved to Chattanooga 
at the age of eleven when his father, 
Lawrence G. Derthick, was appointed 
Superintendent of city schools. That 
same year, Alan made his profession of 
faith and was baptized by his grandfather 
and role model, Henry J. Derthick.
Alan attended local public schools in Chattanooga before 
spending his junior and senior years at Munich American 
High School in Germany, where his father served as Chief 
of the Education Branch of Military Government following 
World War II.
Alan studied engineering at the University of Chattanooga, 
then transferred to Auburn, where he earned a Bachelor of 
Architecture degree. After graduation, he volunteered for 
the Air Force and served two years at Biggs Air Force base 
in El Paso.
Upon returning to Chattanooga, Alan established an 
architectural practice with fellow classmate Carroll Henley 
(and later Bill Wilkerson). While Carroll led design, Alan took 
the lead in client relations. Alan had a knack for listening 
to client needs and creating a design that met them. Their 
firm designed many award-winning buildings including the 
Hunter Museum of American Art, Chattanooga-Hamilton 
County Library, Hamilton County Courts Building, Alexian 
Village, and many buildings on the UTC campus.
Alan was a lifelong member of First Christian Church in 
Chattanooga. He served on most of the church committees, 
chaired many of them, and served a record four terms as 
president of the congregation. He was viewed as a leader in 
the congregation and used his talents as a peacemaker to 
resolve conflicts when they occurred.
Alan followed his mother as a member of the board 
of Florence Crittenton Services and, while serving as 
president of the board, participated in the formation of 
Family and Children’s Services. He helped begin the Sister 
City Association of Chattanooga and, while president, was 

active in forging relationships with Hamm, Germany and 
Wuxi, China. Alan served on the Chancellor’s Roundtable 

at UTC, and was a board member of the 
University of Chattanooga Foundation. 
He was on the board of the Cherokee 
Area Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America, and a lifelong member of the 
Chattanooga Kiwanis Club.
A staple of Alan’s early years was 
attending YMCA Family Camp each 
summer at Lake Ocoee. There he met and 
fell in love with Jane Bailey. They married 
in 1958 and had two sons, Mark Alan and 
Steven John. Alan and Jane devoted great 
time and effort to providing the best 
medical care available for Mark, who had 
cystic fibrosis. They were instrumental, 

along with other parents, in organizing a local chapter of 
The Cystic Fibrosis Research Foundation. Alan and Jane 
were married for 51 years until Jane’s death in 2009.
In 2013, Alan married Ann Cowart Reynolds and they were 
happily married for six years until her death in 2019. Alan 
was warmly welcomed into the family by Ann’s son Britt, 
daughter Paige, their spouses and children, and considered 
them family for the rest of his life.
Alan is preceded in death by his son Mark and his brother 
Lawrence. He is survived by his sister Louann Holland, her 
husband Reuben, sister-in-law Susan (Miller) Derthick, 
son Steve Derthick, daughters-in-law Barbara (Warmath) 
Derthick and Memory (Smith) Derthick, grandchildren Ian, 
Joel, Anna Latiff and husband Alex, surrogate grandchildren 
Areli Pilcher and Julieta Hernandez, great grandson Angelo 
Latiff, many nieces and nephews, and by Alan’s extended 
beloved Bailey family.
Family and friends are invited to remember Alan on 
Saturday, October 2nd at First Christian Church, 650 
McCallie Avenue, with visitation from 3:00-4:00 pm and a 
celebration of life service at 4:00 pm. Both events will be 
outdoors under a tent on the west lawn of the church. The 
family invites everyone to dress cool and comfortably for 
the weather. Those unable to attend may watch the service 
live on the Facebook page of First Christian Church.
The family would like to express special appreciation to 
Deanna Beckett, Alex Latiff, Dr. Terry Melvin, Nurse Gabby 
Erwin, and Hospice of Chattanooga for their extraordinary 
love and care for Alan. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be 
made to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.



FROM THE TABLE
On Sunday we began a look at some of the “NOT” 
statements of Jesus.  
This week, we turn to one of the most widely 
illustrated stories about Jesus in the gospels. If 
you grew up going to Sunday school, you may 
have seen an illustration of this story somewhere 
in your classroom or the children’s wing of your 

church—a picture of Jesus among children, talking 
about what it means to welcome them.
What could the “NOT” be that accompanies 
Christ’s model of welcome?
Come and see—join us in our live-streamed 
worship service this Sunday.
Grateful to be in ministry with you, 
Rev. Brandon

Please join us on Saturday 
for the Ordination of 
Stephen Underwood into 
Christian Ministry. The 
Service will be hosted 
by Eastwood Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), 
1601 Eastland Avenue, 
Nashville, TN, 37206. Due 
to the ongoing COVID-19 

Pandemic, masking will be required. There will also be 
a livestream of the service on YouTube—details will be 
made available by the end of this week.
The Service begins at 10 am Central/11 am Eastern.  Dr. 
Harr will be offering her musical gifts, and Rev. Gilvin 
will be preaching. Come (virtually!) and celebrate the 
ways that Stephen’s ministry and FCC’s have intersected 
and shaped each other.

The Ed Johnson Memorial Dedication is coming up 
soon with a host of events September 16-19 – from artist 
talks, panel discussions, history tours, and art exhibits – 
culminating in the unveiling of three new bronze sculptures 
by Jerome Meadows at the Walnut Street Bridge. The 
memorial dedication will honor the legacy and memory 
of Ed Johnson and his attorneys Noah Parden and Styles 
Hutchins through storytelling and the arts from community 
members. Dr. Eddie Glaude, Jr. will offer the keynote address. 
Go to The Ed Johnson Project Memorial Dedication website 
for the complete schedule of events and to learn more about 
the project.

https://www.edjohnsonproject.com/dedication


	  

CONNECT WITH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Senior Minister .......................................................................... Rev. Brandon Gilvin
 brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
Office Manager .....................................................................................Victoria Flores
 victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant .........................................................................Andrea McCurdy
 finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director .................................................................................. Ismael Sandoval
 sandoval.ismael93@gmail.com
Organist ............................................................................................................Sarah Harr
 sarahharr@ymail.com
General Church email .................................church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website ....................................................................... www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ................................................www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram ........................................ www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
Twitter ............................................................www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address .......................................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number ....................................................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours .......................................................Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ..........................................................Monday, 5 pm

Birthdays
September  
17 Marcia Stevens
18 Kate Gilliard
19  Betty Jolly
20  Carolyn Hickerson, Patti Obert
22  Megan Coleman, Ella Wiisanen
23  Katie Wylie
26	 Marcus	Rafiee
28  Marsha Grant
29  Richard Sharpe, Jr.

October  
1  Allison Sharpe, Fi Tran
2  Jessica Fulgham, 
 Barbara Kirby, Kaye Poe

Birthday Not Listed? Contact  Us! 


