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SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

SUNDAYS: Adult Christian Education: 10-0:45 am | Worship: 11 am

Sunday’s Schedule

ADULT EDUCATION
10:00-10:45 am, via Zoom

Link to Zoom here: https://bit.ly/38Ntf37
Meeting ID: 875 5255 4124

Passcode: 081535
Dial by your location:  +1 301 715 8592 

WORSHIP
11:00 am, Recorded Live
Scripture:  Mark 7:24-37
“Spirit of the Living God” 

Rev. Brandon Gilvin
Tune into our YouTube channel or  

Facebook Watch page at your leisure

https://www.facebook.com/watch/FCC.
Chattanooga/

Special dates
Labor Day ............................................................September 6
Patriot Day ....................................................... September 11
National Grandparents Day .................... September 12
Hispanic Heritage Month....................Sept. 15–Oct. 15
First day of autumn ..................................... September 22

https://bit.ly/38Ntf37
https://www.facebook.com/watch/FCC.Chattanooga/


How deep is your faith?
Lyrics to the Bee Gees’ 1970s hit song “How Deep Is Your Love” came to mind as I pondered the 
“depths” of my faith. Sometimes I prefer to stay securely in the shallow end, while other times I 
fearlessly launch off the diving board, ready and willing to be drenched by God’s love.
If you’ve ever tried to coax young swimmers to jump into the deep end of a pool, you may 
remember their excitement (and relief) after they finally take the plunge into your arms. To 
experience that joy in your spiritual life, evaluate your location in your own faith “pool.” Are you 
wading safely in the shallows or exploring the freedom of the depths? No matter where you’re 
at, you can jump confidently into Jesus’ outstretched arms. From the edge, hear his promises: 
“Jump in! I’ll catch you! I’ll keep you safe! Trust me!”

—Julie Lee

www.reconcilliationministry.org


FROM THE TABLE
Lisa and I spent last week in Newport, Rhode Island.  
If you remember anything about the history of Rhode 
Island from your middle or high school education, it’s 
that its founder, Roger Williams, founded it in large 
part because of his belief in religious freedom.  A 
Puritan expelled from Massachusetts because of his 
beliefs, Williams is remembered as a Baptist, though 
his official ties to any one branch of Christianity are 
still argued among historians.  Nonetheless, his deep 
belief in religious freedom made an indelible impact 
on the culture of Rhode Island and of course, what 
would become the United States of America.
As fascinating to me, given this legacy, are the 
religious demographics of Rhode Island today.  
According to the Pew Research Center, though a 
strong majority of Rhode Islanders (75%) identify 
as Christians, the Baptists around at its founding do 
not dominate—instead, likely due to immigration 
and migration over the subsequent centuries, 42% 
of Rhode Islanders are Catholic, whereas evangelical 
and mainline protestants each tally about 14% 
of the population.  Historically Black Christian 
denominations account for about 2%, as do Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.  Mormons and Orthodox Christians make 
up around 1% each, and no non-Christian faith makes 
up more than 1% of the state’s population.  20% 
of Rhode Islanders consider themselves religiously 
unaffiliated.
(In contrast, in Tennessee, 81% consider themselves 
Christian, 52% identifying as Evangelical; 13% 
Mainline, and only 6% Catholic.  14% of Tennesseans 
claim religiously unaffiliated as their faith status. 
I joke that we have more Baptists than the state 
founded by Baptists!)

It certainly makes me wonder, when it comes to 
Religious Freedom, what the gifts—and risks—are 
for a religious movement or tradition.  What would 
Williams, with his Puritan background, think of 
these demographics? Could he have imagined that 
the combined population of religiously unaffiliated 
and Catholic Rhode Islanders would be double of 
all flavors of Protestantism? Does a high value 
on religious tolerance mean that you risk being a 
minority in the very place you call home?  Perhaps, but 
perhaps it’s worth the risk to sacrifice the dominance 
of one’s particularity for the gift of a diverse snapshot 
of God’s creation.
Of course, the Baptist, Presbyterian, and 
Enlightenment roots of the Disciples mean that we 
share the commitment to religious freedom—we share 
the risks, too.  Does valuing tolerance and plurality, 
eschewing coercion in evangelism, and believing that 
God’s work is best represented by Christ’s Open Table 
make us a welcoming place, or does it open us up to 
critique when we act less than tolerant or are careless 
in our welcome to others?  Do we excuse abusive or 
problematic theology in the name of tolerance?  Do 
we ignore the ways we hurt one another instead of 
truly working for reconciliation?  
Are there other risks?  And are there other gifts?
For you, what are they?
Grateful to be in ministry with you,  
Rev. Brandon
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 finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director .................................................................................. Ismael Sandoval
 sandoval.ismael93@gmail.com
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Website ....................................................................... www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ................................................www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram ........................................ www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
Twitter ............................................................www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address .......................................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number ....................................................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours .......................................................Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ..........................................................Monday, 5 pm

Birthdays
September  
3 Anna Wylie, Dick Sharpe
4  Diana Summerlin
12 Miller Fulgham
14 Gary Stevens
17 Marcia Stevens
18 Kate Gilliard
19  Betty Jolly
20  Carolyn Hickerson, Patti Obert
22  Megan Coleman, Ella Wiisanen
23  Katie Wylie
26 Marcus Rafiee
28  Marsha Grant
29  Richard Sharpe, Jr.

Birthday Not Listed? Contact  Us! 


