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SUNDAYS: Adult Christian Education: 10:15-0:45 am | Worship: 11 am

SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

It’s here, it’s time ...

Our Christmas gift to the community
Celebrate the advent of our Savior by breaking bread,
lifting your heart with carols, and lighting candles
in order to recall Christ’s words.

Special performance by University of Tennessee-Knoxville
Trombone Choir, 5:30 pm

A Shoot Brings Life
Last year, Israeli scientists harvested dates from seeds that had
been dormant about 2,000 years. The seeds, recovered during archaeological digs, were nurtured in incubators and several thrived.
One (named Methuselah!) became a 10-foot-tall palm tree.

Join us Sunday!
Adult Sunday School : 10:15 to 10:45 am
Worship: 11 am
“2nd Sunday in Advent”
Luke 3: 1-6 | Rev. Brandon
Elders Prayers: Connie Smithson & David Floyd

Horticulturists joked about marketing “dates that Jesus ate,” but
there’s another scriptural connection. Isaiah 11, a traditional Advent reading, prophesies: “A shoot shall come out from the stump
of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots” (verse 1, NRSV).
Jesus is the tender shoot that emerged from the humble peasant
origins of Jesse, father of King David. From a dynasty that went
dormant due to Israel’s sins sprouted a mighty tree, who will
someday usher in a reign of peace (see verses 6-7).
Some people and churches celebrate Christmas with a Jesse Tree,
remembering how God sent Jesus to sprout life out of death and
bring new hope and joy to the world.

			—adapted from The Wired Word

FROM THE TABLE
I’m excited to share with you a new ministry partner for First
Christian Church!
Beginning in December, we are going to be partnering with the
Regional Outreach Cooperative (ROC)—a cooperative partnership
between homeless outreach service providers in the Chattanooga,
Hamilton County and other areas of Southeast Tennessee. The ROC
will be using two rooms on our bottom floor as office, meeting,
and storage space to help them meet the needs of individuals
experiencing homelessness across our community.
ROC members are social workers and direct service providers
representing ministries and non-profits here in Chattanooga as
well as staff from our city and county governments charged with
addressing issues faced by those experiencing homelessness. They
will gather daily to assess and coordinate meeting needs, particularly in the homeless camps that
have emerged in and around Chattanooga, and then head out to those encampments to provide direct
services, including distributing basic supplies like tents, tarps, hygiene products, hand warmers, and
other such items. Our central location in the city will allow members of the ROC to easily reach the
different places of need in our community and distribute supplies in a timely way.
This is a forward-thinking cooperative, working hard not to create redundant responses to our
unhoused neighbors. Further, they’ve devised a code of ethics that is inclusive—it meets people where
they are and not where we might expect them to be.
ROC members will be around during the workweek, and occasionally bringing in supplies on Saturdays
or Sunday afternoons, so if you see them, say hi—if they’re not in the middle of a task, they’ll gladly
share about their work. They’re also happy to arrange a presentation for Sunday school classes or for a
“minute for mission” in worship.
First Christian Church has, throughout its history, valued ministering to our most vulnerable siblings.
I’m glad that we can continue that tradition in this way. If you’d like to get better connected or even
see about how you can get involved, let me know, and I’ll direct you to the right person within ROC.
Grateful to be in ministry with you, and
grateful we can make a tiny difference in the world,
Rev. Brandon
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CONNECT WITH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Senior Minister........................................................................... Rev. Brandon Gilvin
brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
Office Manager......................................................................................Victoria Flores
victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant..........................................................................Andrea McCurdy
finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director................................................................................... Ismael Sandoval
sandoval.ismael93@gmail.com
Organist.............................................................................................................Sarah Harr
sarahharr@ymail.com
General Church email..................................church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website........................................................................ www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook.................................................www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram......................................... www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/
Twitter.............................................................www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address........................................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number.....................................................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours........................................................Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline...........................................................Monday, 5 pm

