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SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

SUNDAYS: Adult Christian Education: 10:15-0:45 am | Worship: 11 am

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23
Adult Sunday School:  

10:15 to 10:45 am
Worship@11 am - Rev. Brandon

Scripture: Luke 4:14-30
Proclamation:  

Epiphany: Following the Reading
Elders Prayers: 

Gail Dobbs & Larry Kirby

AT HOME COVID TESTS
Beginning January 19, every home in the U.S. can order 4 free at-home 
COVID-19 tests. There will be no shipping costs and you will not need 
to enter a credit card number.
Beginning on January 19, you can order these tests online by visiting 
covidtests.gov

First Christian reported 
a possible exposure to 
COVID-19 in our building 
during a church work day 
on Saturday, January 8. As 
of now, we have received 
no reports of spread related to this 
event. Please remain vigilant in your own 
COVID-19 prevention measures, especially 
as we remain in the middle of a Omicron-
driven spike.

www.covidtests.gov


We are grateful and relieved to learn of the positive 
outcome of the hostage situation at the synagogue 
in Coffeyville, TX. We commend the bravery of Rabbi 
Cytron-Walker and the members of Congregation Beth 
Israel, and we also celebrate the hard work of the 
police, Texas state law enforcement, and the FBI in 
protecting the victims and delivering them to safety.
As leaders representing Christian, Jewish, and Muslim 
communities in Chattanooga, we join in condemning 
all acts of intimidation and violence that are motivated 
by religious, racial, or cultural differences. We especially 
condemn any attack on a house of worship where all 
should be able to feel safe as they pray in community.
Despite the apparent motivations of the attacker in this 
case, he did not represent the vast majority of believers 
in the Muslim faith. Together, we resolve to be united 
in strengthening bonds between our communities. 
The Muslim community extends their friendship to 
the Jews in this difficult time, and then we all in turn 
pledge to continue our support of our Muslim brothers 
and sisters. We join with one voice to proclaim there 
is far more that unites us than divides us. We believe 
and worship differently and avow each other’s absolute 
right to do so without fear or intimidation.

 We pray for healing for all those directly affected by 
the events of this past Saturday, and furthermore pray 
for peace-shalom-salam to reign in our world.
Michael Dzik, Executive Director, Jewish Federation of    
   Greater Chattanooga
Rabbi Craig Lewis, Mizpah Congregation
Rabbi Sam Rotenberg, B’nai Zion Congregation
Rabbi Shaul Perlstein, Chabad of Chattanooga
Bassam Issa, President, Islamic Society of Chattanooga
Rev. Brad Whitaker, Rector, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Rev. Charles Neal, Emeritus Senior Minister, First-Centenary,  
   United Methodist Church
Rev. Dr. Clay Thomas, Pastor, Rivermont Presbyterian Church
Elder Lionel Hodges, Renaissance Presbyterian Church
Rev. Tricia Dillon-Thomas, Teaching Elder and Co-Pastor,  
   Renaissance Presbyterian Church
Micah Fries, Director of Programs, Multi-Faith Neighbors  
   Network
Pastor Jeff P. Crim, Ascension Lutheran Church
Rev. Brandon Gilvin, Senior Minister, First Christian Church  
   (Disciples of Christ)
Rev. Laura Becker, Pastor, Northminster Presbyterian Church

Chattanooga’s Interfaith Community Unites Against Acts of Hate

This little light
Worldwide, more than 1 billion people lack access to 
electricity; another 1.5 billion have irregular access. One 
new tool that’s literally brightening lives is an inflatable, 
waterproof, solar-powered lantern. With 10 tiny LED 
lights, “Luci” can shine about 15 square feet of light for up 
to 24 hours on a full charge. Yet the lantern weighs just 4 
ounces, so it’s easy to transport.

Though this versatile lantern has many uses, iinventor 
Jason Alan Snyder is especially excited about its potential 
to help people living in darkness. For each $10 donation 
at mpowerd.com, one Luci lantern is sent for disaster 
relief and humanitarian aid.

Little lights — whether solar-powered or Jesus-powered 
— make a big impact in our dark world.



FROM THE TABLE
Being the Church:

I’m fairly certain that what we do as the 
church—living, serving, and worshiping as the 
body of Christ—has been consistent since the 
very beginnings of the early Jesus movement 
of the first century. On the other hand, I’m 
also confident that HOW we live and serve 
and worship as the Church has often been 
transformed by the demands of the world and 
the needs of the church.
Over the last several weeks, I have had a 
number of conversations about what it means to 
be Church in the midst of the COVID pandemic. 
Lots of things have changed—we’ve pivoted 
from monthly meetings in our conference room 
to monthly meetings via ZOOM, pivoted to new 
forms and orders of worship, and—of course, 
we’ve pivoted to using the word “pivot” more 
than we ever anticipated.
And while our return to in-person worship was 
interrupted by the Delta variant-fueled surge, 
since then, we’ve added technology to our 
sanctuary which allows people to livestream 
worship in their own homes—or watch at 
the most convenient time during their week 
on Facebook or YouTube. This means that in 
addition to the people who gather on Sunday 
morning that there are people who experience 
our worship services through the 

week—sometimes dozens, and sometimes a few 
hundred.  
We continue to worship—albeit differently than 
we did pre-COVID—as the very body of Christ.
I have also mentioned in these conversations 
that this also means that we don’t know exactly 
what that means for HOW we will be church 
in the years to come, post-pandemic.  We will 
still gather, we will still worship, we will still 
give and serve and work for the sake of the 
Gospel, but it may look different. Ministry 
may look different. Live-streaming may not 
be the only thing that changes about worship.  
While Sunday mornings will always be our 
core day for gathering around Christ’s table, 
there may be other opportunities for service, 
worship, learning, and outreach that need to 
be prioritized, so the church can meet people 
where they—and their needs—are.
I’m convinced that no-one has the answer for 
how to do Church in our next phase as a society, 
but I’m open to learning. I hope you are, too—
after all, learning is at the heart of Discipleship.
I look forward to going wherever it is we’re 
going with you.
Grateful to be in ministry with you, 
Brandon



	  

CONNECT WITH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Senior Minister .......................................................................... Rev. Brandon Gilvin
 brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
Office Manager .....................................................................................Victoria Flores
 victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant .........................................................................Andrea McCurdy
 finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director .................................................................................. Ismael Sandoval
 sandoval.ismael93@gmail.com
Organist ............................................................................................................Sarah Harr
 sarahharr@ymail.com
General Church email .................................church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website ....................................................................... www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ................................................www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram ........................................ www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
Twitter ............................................................www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address .......................................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number ....................................................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours .......................................................Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ..........................................................Monday, 5 pm

Birthdays
January
21 Stephanie King, Andy Johnson
22 Maya Wiisanen
25 Kevin Givens
26 Luke Edmondson
27 Alan Cates
30 Kathie Fulgham
February
2 Susan Haymes 
5 Matt Smithson 
10 Forrest King, Gayle Mingledorff 
11 Emily Auten, Sarah Flynn 
14 Justin Givens
15 Ava Grisham, Kit Hanley
18 Sherry Baldwin

Birthday Not Listed? Contact  Us! 


