
A d u l t  S u n d a y  S c h o o l 
1 0 : 1 5 a m - 1 0 : 4 5 a m

Proclamation:  A New Creation

W o r s h i p @ 1 1 a m - R e v . B r a n d on

Scripture: John 20:1-18

Elder's Prayers:  
Scot Crosslin & Greg Givens

ONLINE
www.youtube.com/FirstChristianChattanooga/

https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga

April 10th - Palm Sunday at 11 AM: 
Worship including Procession of the Palms
for Children & Family

April 14th - Maundy Thursday at 6:30 PM:
Worship Service & Communion

April 15th - Good Friday Worship Service 

at 6:30 PM: Musical Offering:  Colors of Grace 

by Joseph M. Martin

April 17th - Easter Sunday Worship at 11 am.

Would you like to help lead worship?
We need folks willing to help set the

tone for our time of worship together

by leading the Call to Worship and

Opening Prayers and Blessings! Folks

of all ages are invited and

encouraged to volunteer for this. No

writing necessary—the prayers and

responsive readings will be provided

for you. We also especially need 5

volunteers to help with Good Friday

Worship, April 15th at 6:30. Please

contact the Church office by phone

or by email: church@firstchristian -

chat.com if you are interested.

https://mcusercontent.com/305be16038d077082bfdc99f7/images/7c635fc0-1f75-f83c-5f78-740aaa40de47.png
http://www.youtube.com/FirstChristianChattanooga/
https://www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga


You may have heard me joke that the last two years have
felt like “The Longest Lent.”

COVID-19 pushed us to virtual worship in the middle of
Lent in 2020, and we spent a long time experimenting
with pre-recorded and live-streamed worship.

We celebrated Easter virtually—twice.

But now, we’re about to begin again—and come together
to sing and celebrate together on Easter Sunday for the
first time in two years.

But that celebration cannot be rushed. The story we share
in during the Holiest of Weeks in the Christian tradition
may end with unfettered joy, but it begins with
uncertainty, continues by wrestling with questions of
justice, violence, and suffering, and penultimately,
examines the question of grief.

We are confronted by utter emptiness before we
experience the empty tomb.

And perhaps it is those real questions we wrestle with so
intimately that make the promise of new life so powerful.

Come and see this Easter Sunday.

There will be room for you.

Grateful to be in ministry with you,

Rev. Brandon

We will collect bug spray and toilet paper for the homeless Different items
will be collected each month. Please put your donations in the designated
box outside the sanctuary in the narthex. Thank you.

FCC will be partnering with Trinity Lutheran Church and other congregations around
the city to collect supplies for our homeless population to be distributed.

Students in middle or high school (6th grade

and up) are invited to participate in a Sunday

Afternoon Pastor’s Class during Eastertide

(April 23-May 28) in preparation for Baptism on

Pentecost Sunday (June 5th). To sign up, please

contact Victoria in the Church Office. If you

have any questions, please be in touch with

Rev. Gilvin. 

As a tradition, though we practice baptism by

immersion beginning at “the age of reason” (youth

and young adulthood), we also recognize baptisms

from other traditions, so students who have been

baptized previously are welcome to join the class—

all participants will learn more about our history

and beliefs, and get to discuss why we do the things

we do the way we do them!

For Middle and High School Age Students

CALLING ALL ENERGETIC, CLEVER AND NIMBLE FOLKS. 

Spread mulch and pine straw

Clean up

Trim shrubs and plant shrubs

Pull weeds

Repair fallen brick

And more!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

With only three Saturdays left before our Sesquicentennial
Celebration on May 1, we're racing the clock! Many have given
freely of their time and skills, which is SO appreciated, but
plenty of work remains. We need YOUR help to:

FROM THE TABLE

Please email Tom Henderson at tomalan@protonmail.com 
if you can help THIS SATURDAY, APRIL 16 from 9 a.m. til ??. 

 Lunch is provided!

JOIN OUR 150TH PREP TEAM AND ENJOY THE FELLOWSHIP
AND FUN OF WORKING TOGETHER!

mailto:tomalan@protonmail.com


During our recent coronavirus pandemic experience, one of the greatest
frustrations for many at First Christian Church was the limitation on
singing in worship out of concern for the spread of disease. Singing has
been a vital part of shared worship experience from the very earliest tribal
customs and is a common element in almost every religious faith practice. 

Dr. Charles Whitworth - Dean of the Evening College, University of Chattanooga; Jewel S. Tilson - Band
Director, City High School. Inducted into the Tennessee Bandmasters Hall of Fame; Dr. John Hamm - Choral
Director, Covenant College. Founded Choral Arts of Chattanooga during his tenure; Ed Huey - Choral
Director, The Baylor School. Artistic Director, Chattanooga Girls Choir. Bluesman; Gary Wilkes - Director,
CSAS Orchestra. Director, Chattanooga Youth Symphony.

A Note on Music History at FCC

Gary Wilkes served for over 20 years, but was a short timer compared with organist Eloise Curtis, who retired
after playing the same organ console for 30 years. The ‘Disciple’ trumpet pipes were a gift from her husband,
Bob, in her honor.

The talent and skill of our directors, organists, and singers has enriched worship week after week with
anthems from traditional to international, soothing hearts and lifting spirits with classics that include the
Requiems of Rutter and Faure, the Glorias of Vivaldi and Rutter, Handel’s Messiah, Alleluia by Leonard
Cohen and Robert Ray's Gospel Mass in collaboration with The Chattanooga Choral Society for the
Preservation of African American Song. But nothing can match the skill, creativity, and dedication required
for our current staff, Director Ismael Sandoval and Organist Sarah Harr, to integrate music into remote online
and streamed services as we repeatedly transformed our worship experience during a global pandemic. We
are blessed beyond measure! (Pun intended.)

Ethel O’Neill was one of the earliest recorded, sometime before 1923. Special music was provided by a paid
song leader, soloist or quartet. As a cost saving measure during The Great Depression, it was proposed to hire
J. Oscar Miller from the Cadek music institute to recruit and train a volunteer choir. Maybe it was the toll of
the war years, but choir attendance became a problem and it was proposed to return to hiring a quartet or to
pay choir members for participation, which they actually tried for a while! Moving into the new building on
McCallie Avenue must have proved inspirational, and the choir developed a strong tradition of excellence in
music, led by a number of respected and capable directors.

First Christian Church has a rich musical heritage; church budgets from the early 1900s list an item for Organist and/or
Director of Music. 

A lot of folks find their most cherished theological concepts in the words of the hymns we sing. 



Applications are now being accepted for the
Tennessee Christian Youth Fellowship Cabinet
for the 2022-2023 term. All applications will
need to be submitted online.

TCYF Cabinet Applications 2022

Be committed to the activities of
TCYF. 

Be committed to attend all TCYF
cabinet meetings, retreats, and
events.
Be recommended by his/her youth
minister, senior minister or youth
sponsor/leader.
Be able to secure transportation to
Cabinet events and retreats.
Must have parental consent.

Leadership Development
Plan Youth Events
Worship
Mission trips

Cabinet members beginning a term in
2022 will be eligible to serve for a
maximum of two years. 
Click HERE for more information

Be a member of a Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ) congregation in

the Tennessee Region.

Be currently in the 9th, 10th or 11th

grade.

Be active in their local church and

youth group.

A nominee for TCYF cabinet must:

Complete an application form by May 6,
2022.

Registration for all camps is now open. 

Our first camp will be Family Camp on
Memorial Day weekend. 

This is an informal family weekend for
worship, fellowship, relaxation and
enjoying being on the Holy Grounds of
Bethany Hills. Arrive any time Friday
after 3pm - depart anytime before
Monday by 11am. $250 for family group
up to 5 people. More details on
available here

Camps for all ages. Early bird discount
before May 1st. 

Jr Camp 3,4 & 5 grades May 31-June 5
Discovery K, 1 & 2 grades June 1-3
CYF 9, 10, 11 & 12 grades June 4-10
Chi Rho 6 & grades June 26-July 2
Eighters 8th grade July 17-23
All Camps are for grades completed the
2022 school year. 

New this year: Post High School
Weekend July 29-31 for 1st & 2nd year
College students. 

Registration is online and can be found
at the Region's Website
www.tndisciples.org under events. Here
is the link.

Regional Board approved COVID-19
policy will be in place.
Please contact the Regional Office with
any questions. 

Summer Camp 2022
Regional Board Approved COVID-19 policy will be
followed

https://tndisciples.org/bethany-hills
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZjPp7DsBwbPaVsrqRlZNPUnbIIG83Ek2jHbQTbwbCoxSn-Q/viewform
https://tndisciples.org/summercamp2022
http://www.tndisciples.org/
https://tndisciples.org/summercamp2022
https://tndisciples.org/covid19-resources


A Note on Music History at FCC
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Instagram.....................www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/
Twitter.....................................www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address...................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403 
Phone Number.............................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours..................................Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline.....................................Monday, 3 pm

Senior Minister..................................................Rev. Brandon Gilvin
                                           brandon@firstchristian-chat.com 
Office Manager.............................................................Victoria Flores
                                            victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant..................................................Andrea McCurdy
                                            finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director..........................................................Ismael Sandoval
                                              Ismael@firstchristian-chat.com 
Organist..................................................................................Sarah Harr
                                                             sarahharr@ymail.com 
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