THE BRIDGE NEWSLET TER AUGUST 7, 2022
SUNDAYS: Adult Christian Education: 10:15-10:45 am | Worship: 11 am

SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

Join us
in-person or
online!

Sunday, August 7
Adult Sunday School:
9:30-10:30 am
Worship Leader:
Hank Bramblet
Deacons & Greeters:
Abi Adkins & Sherry Baldwin, CG2
Red Book Pickup:
Emily Auten & Diane Givens
Worship@11 am
Scripture: 1 Samuel 15 (selections)
Rev. Brandon Gilvin, Senior Minister
Proclamation:
Buyer’s Remorse
Elders Prayers:
Larry Kirby & Lorraine Hipp

First Christian’s
Outreach team
is working on
better ways
to help our
members
get involved in our community through hands-on mission
opportunities. You’re encouraged to fill out this brief survey to
share your thoughts! This survey takes about ten minutes to
complete.
To access the survey: https://forms.gle/WdcD6ZKEzDHofPqW7
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7
Educators and Students of all
grades! Bring your backpacks
as we prepare to send you off to
a brand new school year

Sunday, August 7th, during
worship at 11.

Sunday Schedule Reminders
Beginning on August 7th, Sunday school will be from 9:30-10:30 am
and worship will begin at 11 am.
Our Hospitality Team, which has been offering coffee from 10:30-11
am every other week, will begin hosting a weekly coffee hour on
September 4th.
Slowly but surely we are finding our footing in this post-COVID era.
*Please note that when COVID community spread is high, as it is now, there will be no coffee hour.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14
If you’re new to First Christian, whether a new member or someone
who has been worshipping with us for a while, please join Rev.
Gilvin for an opportunity to meet other newcomers, learn about the
history and practices of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
and ask questions.
Join us on Sunday, August 14th downstairs in the Faith Collective
Room over coffee and muffins

You can RSVP by calling the office at 423-267-4506 or emailing Victoria@firstchristian-chat.com

Giant Steps: An Urbean Musical
The Chattanooga Theatre Centre
premieres a contemporary twist on the
classic fairytale Jack & the Beanstalk.
Set in the inner city of a major American
metropolis, it follows the story of
15-year-old J Johnson, who lives with
his widowed mother in a miserable
apartment. A chance encounter with
a street vendor leaves J with magical
beans that will forever change his fate.
Read more about the musical in the Chattanooga Times
Free Press: https://bit.ly/3z80TNv
Michael Dexter is an FCC choir alum and FCC’s Ismael
Sandoval serves as the music director for this production.
Appropriate for ages 10 and up, there are still tickets available
for evening and matinee performances through August 7.
Call 423-267-8534 or order your tickets online here.
Covenant Group 5 will be holding a picnic
from 1-3 pm Sunday, August 7, at the Signal
Mountain Althaus Park Pavilion, 809 James
Blvd. We will be providing Kentucky Fried
chicken, paper plates, and flatwear. Please
let Sandy Reynolds know what side dish you are bringing
(423-596-1787).

This Thursday is DMF Day!
DMF Day is a giving day in support of Disciples
Mission Fund, which makes it possible for the
whole church to work together, doing far more
together than we could alone. Because of DMF,
lives are transformed and ministry happens
across the church and around the world.
On August 4, we will celebrate the work we
do together as church because of Disciples
Mission Fund. Follow Disciples social media on
Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter for stories about
how DMF transforms lives, and share your own
stories tagged #MoreTogetherDMF.
Please make a DMF Day gift here to celebrate
all we are able to do together.
Your generosity makes this work possible.

FROM THE TABLE
Welcome to August!
It’s a busy month.
Board and Cabinet meetings.
Muffins with the Minister.
Blessing of the Backpacks.
We will launch our Stewardship campaign.
I’m still prepping for sabbatical.
As if there wasn’t enough going on, I will be out from
August 20th-28th for some continuing education. Lisa
and I will be at the Chautauqua Institute in New York
for a week of seminars and lectures.
The Chautauqua Institute is a summer learning
community founded in the late 19th Century to support
continuing education for Sunday school teachers,
but soon became known as a forum for education
about critical global issues. The week we will attend
will focus on human creativity and will also have an
interfaith lecture component that explores trends
around religion and faith in our ever-diversifying world.
There is a special house at the institute for members
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), where
we’ll be staying, and I’ll be serving as the Chaplain of
the Disciples House for that week—I’ll preach at the
worship service in the house chapel on our First Sunday
and be available as a pastoral presence for anyone
who needs that. We’re looking forward to this time of
study—and we have a couple of great folks set to fill
the pulpit while I’m gone.
If you’re interested in exploring the Chautauqua
Institute or perhaps staying at the Disciples House
there, I invite you to give it a look:
https://www.chautauquadisciples.org

Grateful to be in ministry with you.
Rev. Brandon

Birthdays

August
1 Leah Summerlin
2 Wanda Jones
3 Brandon Hubbard-Heitz
4 Abi Adkins, Delores Kenyon
5 Bill Rich
10 Iola Fulgham
15 Jim Davis, Jan Webster
16 Rusty Russell
18 Matthew King
23 Shawn Fulgham
25 Gail Dobbs, Gail Holcombe
27 Tina Chadwick, Matthew Petree
28 Meredith Lambert, Patrick Kirby,
Buz Smithers
29 Heather Droke, Sally D. Hunt
30 Ike Summerlin, Kimberly Wynn
31 Maxwell King, Brad Northcut

Birthday Not Listed? Contact Us!

	
  

CONNECT WITH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Senior Minister.................................................................................................................Rev. Brandon Gilvin
brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
Associate Minister.............................................................................................................Rev. Allison Bright
allison@firstchristian-chat.com
Interim Ministry Associate.............................................................................Rev. Tricia Dillon Thomas
tricia@firstchristian-chat.com
Childcare Supervisor....................................................................................................................Morgan Ellis
morgan_ellis1@yahoo.com
Office Manager........................................................................................................................... Victoria Flores
victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant............................................................................................................... Andrea McCurdy
finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director.........................................................................................................................Ismael Sandoval
ismael@firstchristian-chat.com
Organist............................................................................................................................................Dr. Sarah Harr
sarahharr@ymail.com
General Church email........................................................................church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website..............................................................................................................www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook...................................................................................... www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram...............................................................................www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/
Twitter...................................................................................................www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address..............................................................................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number...........................................................................................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours............................................................................................. Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline.................................................................................................Monday, 7 pm

