
THE BRIDGE NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 23, 2022

SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

SUNDAYS: Adult Christian Education: 9:30-10:30 am | Worship: 11 am

Sunday, October 23
Adult Sunday School:  

9:30-10:30 am
Worship Leader:

Gail Dobbs
Deacons & Greeters:

Janet Johnson & Susan Haymes CG1
Red Book Pickup:

Betty Floyd & Jennifer Atchley
Worship@11 am

Matthew 6:31-34; Matthew 7:7-8
Alan Cates, Guest Speaker 

Proclamation: 
“Asking, Knocking, Seeking and Finding”

Elders Prayers:   
Phil Summerlin & Larry Kirby

Join us  
in-person or 

online!

Upcoming Dates...
October 21, November 4 & 18:
FCC serves lunch and dinner at the 
Community Kitchen on the 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Fridays of the month. The time commitment 
is from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm for lunch and 2:30 to 4:30 pm for 
dinner.  Cookies also needed! Call Lorraine Hipp at 423-504-1346 to 
volunteer.

All During October:
We will be collecting tarps (any size) 
for the Regional Homeless Coalition 
through the month of October.
Also - if anyone is interested in being trained to do outreach with 
the CRHC, please contact Donna Graham at dgraham@catt.com or 
call the church office.

November 7: Storymakers
We believe that imagination is a 
unique entry point to the ancient, 
living, and ultimate story found in 
the Bible. We create content that 
meets kids and teens where they 
actually are and shows them how 
their own life stories are woven into God’s redemptive narrative. For 
more info, see https://www.storymakersnyc.com/

https://www.storymakersnyc.com/


A Note from Dr. Christal Williams...
Funny how time flies. It was April of 2006, when I was first 
driven onto the grounds of Bethany Hills Camp and 
Conference Center. It was Elder Dwayne Bell, from 
New Covenant Christian Church who desperately 
wanted me to see what the Tennessee Regional Church 
owned and had to offer. He said, “Dr. Christal, this is our 
region’s biggest and proudest investment.” Church, I 
exited the truck and began walking the grounds. When 
suddenly, standing at what I would call the center of 
the campground, (you know the place-on that awkward 
incline between the hundred-year-old dining hall, and 
the lodge) appeared a multitude of butterflies. They 
were everywhere I looked. Thinking to myself, “What is 
this? What’s happening?” As butterflies are symbolic of 
new life, growth, peace and a coming out of one’s old 
self while morphing into the now, the new and the next.
Tennessee Regional Church, Bethany Hills Camp and 
Conference center is indeed our Region’s “Eden, and 
Oasis.” It is our Eden because, the region owns over 
three hundred acres of rich, rocky, and fortified terrain. 
We have been gifted a place that invites people from 
all over to come and meet God. One of our retired 
pastors, Rev. Furniss Harkness says, “Eden is the place 
of growth, and beauty. It is an intentional place to meet 
God.” Surely, we can all agree with him. Bethany Hills is 
our oasis, because it is a place that provides rest, refuge, 
relief, and connection for whoever needs it-whenever it’s 
needed. Bethany Hills is a place where all people can be 
embraced, accepted, and changed forever.
 Many have shared inspiration stories around their call 
to ministry. Elder from Eastwood, Andy Brown married 
his wife, Elizabeth Brown there. Children have accepted 
Jesus into their hearts. Friends and family members 
have even found forgiveness and reconciliation there. 
The stories are endless around how Bethany Hills 
changes lives.
Do you have a story about how your life has been 
changed at Bethany Hills? If so, we want to hear it. 
Would you be willing to write us and tell us your story. 
The questions are “How has Bethany Hills changed your 
life?” “How have you been transformed?” 
Over the next two weeks, our Region will collect your 

written paragraph, or one page story of how you’ve 
been changed.
INSTRUCTIONS:
Questions: How has Bethany Hills changed your life? 
How have you been transformed?
Date Due: From October 14-28, 2022
What: Sentence, Paragraph, One page story of how 
you’ve been transformed by Bethany Hills.
Your story may be used for publicity or shared on the 
region’s website.
Where to Send: Please send your information to  
C/O Dr. Christal- regionaloffice@tndisciples.org 
Please note: We will need your name, church, and email 
address.
If you want to drop it in the mail: 
C/O Dr. Christal L. Williams
The Christian Church in Tennessee
4006 Ashland City Highway
Nashville, Tennessee 37218

Register here: https://bit.ly/3s35pKj

https://bit.ly/3s35pKj


GUEST SPEAKER:   Alan Cates
Alan Cates, is a native of 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and a 
resident of Signal Mountain. He 
is the son of Joe and Katherine 
Cates, the husband of Dr. Jean T. 
Cates, the father of Dr. Jennifer 
T. Cates and David Cates, 

father-in-law to Scott Schaefle and Elizabeth Cates and 
grandfather of Hannah Schaefle Cates and Rosemary 
Schaefle Cates. 
Alan has been a member of First Christian Church since 
1988, serving in various capacities, but most constantly 
as a Sunday School teacher, currently co-teaching the 
Kemp class with Scot Crosslin. In a past life over a period 
of several years, Alan served as minister for a couple of 
rural Church of Christ congregations and was a visiting 
speaker for a number of congregations of the Church 
of Christ in the Chattanooga area. He is an attorney 
with Husch Blackwell in Chattanooga, is a member of 
the firm’s Financial Services & Capital Markets industry 
team, focusing his practice on tax exempt organizations, 
family-owned company management and private wealth 
matters. Apart from his family, Alan’s avocational passion 
(other than golf) is the study and discussion of the 
origins and impact of the Judeo-Christian faith tradition 
and practice. He has been teaching Bible study classes 
on a more or less regular basis at various congregations 
for more than fifty years.

HURRICANE IAN
Week of Compassion is working with 
local church pastors, regional staff, 
and ecumenical partners to provide 
immediate and long-term responses in 
Florida, South Carolina, Cuba, and other 
Ian-affected areas.
To donate, see:
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/
stories/hurricane-response-update

https://www.weekofcompassion.org/stories/hurricane-response-update


	  

CONNECT WITH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Senior Minister ................................................................................................................Rev. Brandon Gilvin
 Rev. Gilvin is on Sabbatical until February 2023
Associate Minister ............................................................................................................Rev. Allison Bright
 Studying at the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland until February 2023
Interim Ministry Associate ............................................................................Rev. Tricia Dillon Thomas
 tricia@firstchristian-chat.com
Childcare Supervisor ...................................................................................................................Morgan Ellis
 morgan@firstchristian-chat.com
Office Manager .......................................................................................................................... Victoria Flores
 victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant .............................................................................................................. Andrea McCurdy
 finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director ........................................................................................................................ Ismael Sandoval
 ismael@firstchristian-chat.com
Organist ...........................................................................................................................................Dr. Sarah Harr
 drsarahharr@gmail.com
General Church email .......................................................................church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website .............................................................................................................www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ..................................................................................... www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram ..............................................................................www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
Twitter ..................................................................................................www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address .............................................................................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number ..........................................................................................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours ............................................................................................ Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ................................................................................................Monday, 7 pm

Birthdays
October 
21 Devin Lentz
22  Rick Cutsinger
24  Darby Standefer
26  Joshua Hamilton
28	 Tessa	Rafiee
31  Bea Lyons, Alan Voss
November 
2  Missy McKenna
3  Barbara Voss
5  Jennifer Grisham, Jonathan Hyde,
 Carol Sharpe
6  Debby Demos
7  Natalie Shipley
8	 Joss	Rafiee
9 Angie Cass

Birthday Not Listed? Contact  Us! 




