THE BRIDGE NEWSLET TER OCTOBER 30, 2022
SUNDAYS: Adult Christian Education: 9:30-10:30 am | Worship: 11 am

SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

Join us
in-person or
online!

Sunday, October 30
Adult Sunday School:
9:30-10:30 am
Worship Leader:
Lorraine Hipp
Deacons & Greeters:
Susan Spurgeon & Janet Johnson CG2
Red Book Pickup:
Jennifer & Fielding Atchley
Worship@11 am
Hebrews 12:1–3
Rev. Paul Tché, Guest Speaker
Proclamation:
“Meet Him Outside the Camp”
Elders Prayers:
Larry Kirby & Dreema Adkins

Upcoming Dates...
November 4 & 18:
FCC serves lunch and dinner at the Community Kitchen on the 1st, 3rd
and 5th Fridays of the month. The time commitment is from 10:30 am
to 12:30 pm for lunch and 2:30 to 4:30 pm for dinner. Cookies also
needed! Call Lorraine Hipp at 423-504-1346 to volunteer.

Chatt Foundation unveiled as new name for
Community Kitchen
The following report by Riley Nagei appeared on the Local3 News,
website, 21 October 2022:
The Chattanooga Community Kitchen has been a part of the
community for more than 40 years. Every day of the year they serve
three meals a day to feed those in need.
Chatt Foundation was unveiled as the new name for the Community
Kitchen.
CEO for the non-profit, Baron King says the former name did not
quite suite the organization as their services have grown beyond just
serving meals.
“Because we offer trauma-informed intensive case management
services, we recognize that people on the street have gone through
a lot of trauma in their personal lives, which often brought them to
homelessness to begin with,” said Traci Hefner.
Director of Case Management, Traci Hefner knows firsthand the
Continued on Page 2

Chatt Fouandation, continued from Page 1
importance of the foundation and what it means for
those struggling in the community. There are more
than 1,500 people who are homeless each night in
Chattanooga.
Hefner says their mission is to get each of them to
become self sufficient.
“My hope is that we are able to serve more people, and
we’re able to serve people with the quality and dignity
they deserve,” said Hefner.
Along with free food at the festival, there was live music
and games like corn hole being played. There were more
than a dozen volunteers and employees from the Chatt
Foundation doing what they do best: serving the people
of Chattanooga who need their help.
“Homelessness has increased exponentially in
Chattanooga and across the country. People need services,
they need help, and so we’re here to offer that helping
hand and again lead people to self sufficiency… if you
could donate that would be wonderful,” said Hefner.
King says they are excited about the future of Chatt
Foundation and their plans to expand services. He
encourages people to reach out to volunteer, donate, and
keep an eye out for future events like the Thanksgiving
food drive on November 3rd at the AT&T field.

Cents-ible stewardship

During a children’s sermon, the pastor gave
each child two pennies and told them to put
one in each hand. “With full hands,” he asked,
“how would you do other things, like drink
a glass of juice?” They’d have to let go of
one penny. (Likewise, adults must be willing
to “let go” of material goods and desires to
worship God alone.)
The pastor let the children keep the coins. When my
5-year-old returned to her seat, I suggested she could
put them in the offering. Her quite loud response

Register here: https://bit.ly/3s35pKj
was, “NO! I need more money!” (Maybe my
at-home talks about generosity — not to
mention the kids message — hadn’t sunk
in?) Granted, giving is a tough concept,
even for grown-ups. But adults would
gladly give away “worthless” pennies.
When the offering plate came by, my
daughter put in her pennies all by herself.
“Now maybe some little girl can eat tonight,” she said.
God’s prompting may take some time to change our
hearts. But may we all give so freely and give up what
seems important at the time. 			
—Julie Lee
			

GUEST SPEAKER:

Rev. Paul Tché

Rev. Paul S. Tché, ordained
Disciples of Christ minister, has
served the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in the United
States and Canada as President
of the Christian Unity and
Interfaith Ministry (CUIM). In his
role and ministry with the CUIM, he offers leadership as the
ecumenical officer for the Disciples of Christ in North America,
representing the church in local, national, and international
efforts in giving expression to the unity of the church and
our oneness in Christ. As the Interreligious officer for the
church, he has engaged in various national and international
interfaith dialogues on behalf of the church.
Also, he has equipped local congregations and regional
bodies of the church to embody the vision of unity for all
humanity and to understand humanity and creation in
different religious traditions.

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to charitable organizations of
your choice (like First Christian Church!).
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service.
Support FCC by starting your shopping at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/62-0499100

Birthdays

October
28 Tessa Rafiee
31 Bea Lyons, Alan Voss

November
2 Missy McKenna
3 Barbara Voss
5 Jennifer Grisham, Jonathan Hyde,
Carol Sharpe
6 Debby Demos
7 Natalie Shipley
8 Joss Rafiee
9 Angie Cass
10 Sam Edmondson, Bill Spurgeon,
Mack Fitzgerald
11 Diane Givens
13 Hillary Allen, Lorraine Hipp

Birthday Not Listed? Contact Us!

	
  

CONNECT WITH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Senior Minister.................................................................................................................Rev. Brandon Gilvin
Rev. Gilvin is on Sabbatical until February 2023
Associate Minister.............................................................................................................Rev. Allison Bright
Studying at the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland until February 2023
Interim Ministry Associate.............................................................................Rev. Tricia Dillon Thomas
tricia@firstchristian-chat.com
Childcare Supervisor....................................................................................................................Morgan Ellis
morgan@firstchristian-chat.com
Office Manager........................................................................................................................... Victoria Flores
victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant............................................................................................................... Andrea McCurdy
finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director.........................................................................................................................Ismael Sandoval
ismael@firstchristian-chat.com
Organist............................................................................................................................................Dr. Sarah Harr
drsarahharr@gmail.com
General Church email........................................................................church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website..............................................................................................................www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook...................................................................................... www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram...............................................................................www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/
Twitter...................................................................................................www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address..............................................................................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number...........................................................................................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours............................................................................................. Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline.................................................................................................Monday, 7 pm

