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SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

SUNDAYS: Adult Christian Education: 9:30-10:30 am | Worship: 11 am

Sunday, October 9
Adult Sunday School: 

9:30-10:30 am
Worship Leader:
Phil Summerlin

Deacons & Greeters:
Vicki Hill & Susan Haymes CG1

Red Book Pickup:
Dreema & Abi Adkins

Worship@11 am
Acts 10:1-36

Rev. Tricia Dillon Thomas, 
Interim Minister 
Proclamation: 

“Chocolate Evangelism”

Elders Prayers:   
Dreema Adkins & Lorraine Hipp

Join us 
in-person or 

online!

Upcoming Dates...
October 7 & 21:
FCC serves lunch and dinner at the Community Kitchen on the 1st, 3rd 
and 5th Fridays of the month. The time commitment is from 10:30 am 
to 12:30 pm for lunch and 2:30 to 4:30 pm for dinner.  Cookies also 
needed! Call Lorraine Hipp at 423-504-1346 to volunteer.

All During October:
We will be collecting tarps (any size) 
for the Regional Homeless Coalition 
through the month of October.
Also - if anyone is interested in being trained to do outreach with 
the CRHC, please contact Donna Graham at dgraham@catt.com or 
call the church office.

Announcement:
What a gift First Christian Church has given to Rev. Brandon and Lisa  
in the form of a sabbatical. The time and space to reflect, study, and 
rest in God’s good word and God’s good creation will not only bring 
renewal to them but to all of us. Rev. Brandon will return to the office 
on February 1, 2023. During this time please reach out to the following:
• For maintenance and property:

Tom Henderson: tomalan@protonmail.com or (423) 598-2362
• For member care:

Covenant Care Leader
• For other requests:

Victoria Flores at victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Rev. Tricia Dillon Thomas is serving as our interim pastor for pastoral 
care and administrative needs. 
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Rev. Brandon Gilvin: 
Be open to ‘a third way’

First Christian Church-Disciples of Christ Reverend

R ev. Brandon Gilvin has served as senior 
minister of First Christian Church– 

Disciples of Christ in Chattanooga since 2015. 
He is a native of Mount Sterling, Kentucky, 
holds a degree in religious studies and creative 
writing from Hiram College, and a master 
of divinity from Vanderbilt Divinity School. 
Ordained since 2002, Gilvin has served con-
gregations in Kentucky, Kansas and Missouri; 
ecumenical organizations based in Nairobi, 
Kenya and Toronto; and has served with disaster 
response and sustainable development minis-
tries through the Christian Church–Disciples 
of Christ and Church World Service. He’s also 
written two books on religion and popular 
literature, and co-edited books on religion and 
politics and faith-based disaster response.

What is your best business habit?
Mine is two-fold: Invest in the people you 
work with and be open to a “third way.” 
I don’t believe in trickle-down style. It’s a 
“lead with” style. I believe in recognizing 
peoples’ gifts and giving them a chance to 
live into those gift and explore their talents. 
That’s how I’ve been able to get most effec-
tive team work — empowering others to  
explore, experiment, develop new skills.

How did you discover or develop it?
Working in faith communities, it is incred-
ible what you learn about the people you 
build relationships with. You learn pretty 
quickly that people have astounding gifts — 
skills, ideas, experience and insight — and 
they want to use them to change the world 
for the better. Sometimes all it takes is a 
question or a nudge.

Early on in my career, a mentor gave me  
a copy of Ronald Heifetz’s “Leadership 
Without Easy Answers.” It was a perfect 
book for learning how to turn one’s  
creativity into a leadership skill. The big-
gest lesson I gleaned was that the best  
solution to a problem, resolution to a  
conflict, or way forward for your team  
is to not choose from the conventional 
options, but to be creative and forge a new, 
different path.

How has it improved your work  
and/or personal life?
Many leadership issues are deeply moral 
issues. Listening to the people who are  
impacted by the work I’m doing (even 
down to the words I use) has helped me 
aspire to be just, humane and fair in ways 
that I might have missed if I had not sought 
wisdom from other places.

We’re also in a place as a faith community 
where we’re learning how to navigate a 
very different “post-COVID” world. We 
can’t go back to “how things were,” so being 
in the habit of looking for a “third way” has 
prepared me to accompany First Christian 
into some new habits and practices as a 
church.

How might others apply it?
I’m fond of how the sitcom character Ted 
Lasso sums it up: “Be curious, not judg-
mental.” Ask questions and do the deep 
listening with the people you work with 
and serve. Don’t dismiss the unconven-
tional answer until you consider just how 
beneficial it might be. Don’t be afraid to be 
creative.

Photography by Olivia Ross

As featured in the EDGE Magazine:
October 1, 2022 at 12:00 a.m. | by Jennifer McNally
(Take It From the Top: Rev. Brandon Gilvin | Chattanooga Times Free Press, 2022)
https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2022/oct/01/take-it-from-the-top-rev-brandon-gilvin/

https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2022/oct/01/take-it-from-the-top-rev-brandon-gilvin/


GUEST SPEAKER:   
Rev. Tricia Dillon-Thomas 

Rev. Thomas is a native of 
Columbia, South Carolina who has 
lived in Chattanooga for almost 
nine years. Tricia received her BA 
in Education from the College of 
Charleston and her MDiv from 
Columbia Seminary. She was 

ordained in the PC (USA) in 2008 where she served at a new 
church development in Sarasota, Florida. Tricia currently 
serves as the Executive Director and Campus Minister of Hope 
House at UTC and Co-Pastor of Renaissance Presbyterian 
Church where students partner in ministry.

Tricia is drawn to the reconciling work of Jesus Christ and for 
her that begins with building relationships. She loves to dive 
into the biblical text and encourages others to ask questions, as 
well as listen to how the Holy Spirit is speaking through each 
of us for our calling in the world. In her free time Tricia enjoys 
spending time with her husband (also clergy) and four children, 
reading, hiking, eating, and laughing with her friends and family.

Celebrating the Life of 
Betty J. Jolly

Betty J. Jolly, age 94, of Hixson, Tennessee 
passed away on Sunday, October 2, 2022. 
Betty was born September 19, 1928.
A visitation for Betty will be held Friday, 
October 7, 2022 from 12:00 pm to 2:00 
pm at Chattanooga Funeral Home, 
Crematory & Florist-North Chapel, 5401 
Highway 153, Hixson, Tennessee. 
A funeral service led by Phil Summerlin 
will be Friday, October 7, 2022 at 
2:00 pm, 5401 Highway 153, Hixson, 
Tennessee. 
Fond memories and expressions of 
sympathy may be shared at  
www.chattanooganorthchapel.com  
for the Jolly family.
Click https://www.dignitymemorial.
com/obituaries/hixson-tn/betty-
jolly-10952671 to view the obituary 
and for additional information

www.chattanooganorthchapel.com
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/hixson-tn/betty-jolly-10952671


	  

CONNECT WITH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Senior Minister ................................................................................................................Rev. Brandon Gilvin
 Rev. Gilvin is on Sabbatical until February 2023
Associate Minister ............................................................................................................Rev. Allison Bright
 Studying at the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland until February 2023
Interim Ministry Associate ............................................................................Rev. Tricia Dillon Thomas
 tricia@firstchristian-chat.com
Childcare Supervisor ...................................................................................................................Morgan Ellis
 morgan@firstchristian-chat.com
Office Manager .......................................................................................................................... Victoria Flores
 victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant .............................................................................................................. Andrea McCurdy
 finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director ........................................................................................................................ Ismael Sandoval
 ismael@firstchristian-chat.com
Organist ...........................................................................................................................................Dr. Sarah Harr
 sarahharr@ymail.com
General Church email .......................................................................church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website .............................................................................................................www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook ..................................................................................... www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram ..............................................................................www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/ 
Twitter ..................................................................................................www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address .............................................................................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number ..........................................................................................................................423-267-4506
Office Hours ............................................................................................ Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ................................................................................................Monday, 7 pm

Birthdays
October 
10  Ti Tran
14 Julie Barcroft
19  Mary Davis
21 Devin Lentz
22  Rick Cutsinger
24  Darby Standefer
26  Joshua Hamilton
28	 Tessa	Rafiee
31  Bea Lyons, Alan Voss
November 
2  Missy McKenna
3  Barbara Voss
5  Jennifer Grisham, Jonathan Hyde,
 Carol Sharpe
6  Debby Demos

Birthday Not Listed? Contact  Us! 




