
THE BRIDGE NEWSLETTER MARCH 5, 2023

  SEEKING GOD’S WHOLENESS. EXPANDING THE TABLE. NURTURING JUSTICE.

SUNDAYS: Adult & Children Christian Education: 9:30-10:30 am | Worship: 11 am

Upcoming Dates...
March 3, 17, 31: 
FCC volunteers to serve lunch and dinner at the Chatt 
Foundation (Community Kitchen). The time commitment: 
Lunch: 10:30 am - 12:30 pm and Dinner: 2:30 - 4:30 pm.  
Cookies also needed! Call Lorraine Hipp at 423-504-1346 to volunteer.

March 5: 
The Bridge Refugee Services Community Assistance Team 
Training will be held after worship, downstairs in the Faith 
Collective Room. It will last approximately 2 hours. Since this 
is during the lunch hour, you are welcome to bring snacks.
March 11: 
Intergenerational Board Game Night from 4-6pm. Bring 
yourself, and maybe a friend, a snack to share, and one of 
your household’s favorite board or card games. The church 
will provide drinks and some casual sing-along time with 
Ismael & Dr. Sarah.
March 12: 
If you’re new to First Christian, join us for an informal 
gathering in the Faith Collective Room downstairs following 
worship to learn about First Christian Church, the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), or to discuss any questions 
you might have. Please RSVP at 423-267-4506 or 
church@firstchristian-chat.com.

Sunday, March 5
Adult & Children Christian Education:  

9:30-10:30 am
Worship Leader:

Barbara Kirby
Deacons & Greeters:

Marcia Stevens & Gayle Mingledorff CG5
Red Book Pickup:

Emily Auten & Diane Givens
Worship @ 11 am

Scripture: Genesis 18:1-15
PROCLAMATION:  

“Oh yes, you did laugh”
Rev. Brandon Gilvin, Senior Minister

Elders Prayers:   
Hank Bramblet & Alan Cates

Join us in-person or virtually!



SIMPLE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Simple Sunday School, for preschool through 
fifth grade, is on Sundays from 9:30 - 10:30 am 
in Rev. Allison’s office. 
This week Sally D. Hunt will lead our class. 
We’ll discuss prayers where we ask for God’s 
help.

COMING SOON! 
Rev. Allison is working hard to relocate and 
refresh our children’s space. Mark your 
calendars for Sunday, May 7th, for the first 
chance to see this new space and engage in 
our first Sunday School lesson.

CAMP BETHANY HILLS DATES

Discovery (K-2nd grade) .... May 30-June 2
Juniors (3rd-5th grade) ...... May 30-June 3
CYF (9th-12th grade) .................June 5-10
Chi Rho (6th-8th grade) ............ July 10-15
Eighters ................................... June 11-17
(with Kentucky Chirstian Church Region - Camp Wakon’ Da-Ho)

Post High Weekend ............................TBD
Apply for Scholarships: 
• https://bit.ly/3kBTmn0
Contact for more information:
• Email: regionaloffice@tndisciples.org
• Phone: 615-952-9184

Ash Wednesday

Lenten Signals
Why should we observe Lent? This 40-day season of repen-
tance and reflection that begins on Ash Wednesday has three 
important purposes. Lent helps us STOP, LOOK and LISTEN.
We observe Lent because it tells us to STOP and rest awhile 
— and to stop sinning. Lent tells us to LOOK inward for an 
honest self-examination, to look upward to see the cross of 
Jesus with healing and love, and to look forward to the hope 
of the Resurrection. And we observe Lent because it tells us 
to LISTEN — to the voice of God, the words of Christ and the 
movement of the Holy Spirit.
STOP, LOOK and LISTEN! These commands that are so 
crucial for travel safety are also important for our journey 
through Lent.

https://bit.ly/3kBTmn0


FROM THE TABLE
They’re called Stolperstein, “Stumbling Stone” 
in English. They’re easy to miss—small brass 
plaques mixed in the cobblestone.  Now 
allowed, sanctioned even, they began to be 
installed illegally on Berlin walking paths 
in 1996 by Gunter Denning, an artist whose 
father had fought for the Nazis during WWII.  
Each Stolperstein is a memorial to a person 
killed by the Nazis from 1933-1945. Jewish 
families, Sinti and Roma people, LGBTQ 
folks, the disabled—are memorialized in these 
subtle yet impossible to miss markers.  Their 
memory—and the grief and outrage that 
should accompany such tragedy—is literally 
underfoot.
Lisa and I caught a glimpse of the stones 
pictured on an afternoon walk back to our 
hotel. The reflection of the setting sun in the 
brass caught my eye, and having read a bit 
about them, I immediately recognized them. 
They are usually placed close to a place of 
importance for the victim—a home or place 
of business.  The inscription on these—“Hier 
Arbeite” (“Here Worked”)--tells a passer-by 
that this was the latter.
As I’ve mentioned, I thought a lot about what 
it means to tell a story with space, which we 
will be sharing more with the congregation 
soon—but needless to say, the stumbling 
stones preserve memory and articulate the 
importance of repentance in a way that I am 
still thinking about.
Before we made our trip to Berlin, I was 
fortunate enough to read this essay by Clint 
Smith in The Atlantic. Smith has written on 

How Americans use physical spaces to tell 
the story of slavery in America in his book 
How The Word Is Passed, and he brought 
the same introspection to his report on how 
Germans memorialize the murder and violence 
of WWII.  His writing made for a helpful travel 
companion then—and continues to now, a few 
months later, as I consider the hard questions 
raised by our visit.
I hope that this Lenten season is for you 
a time to consider many things—memory-
keeping and repentance; forgiveness and 
reconciliation; loss and rebuilding.  I hope 
that you have good travel companions for that 
journey, too; chief among them—your fellow 
Disciples.
Complex questions and complex feelings 
demand that we take advantage of the 
“ties that bind,” as the old hymn goes.  If 
your Lenten journey this year is one full of 
questions, or of sadness, or simply reflection, 
I hope you’ll look to your friends, your 
pastors, elders, and others who are journeying 
this same 40-day path.
Grateful to be in ministry with you, 
Rev. Brandon



	  

CONNECT WITH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Senior Minister ........................................................................ Rev. Brandon Gilvin
 brandon@firstchristian-chat.com
Associate Minister .......................................................Rev. Allison Bright
 allison@firstchristian-chat.com
Childcare Supervisor ............................................................Morgan Ellis
 morgan@firstchristian-chat.com
Office Manager ..................................................................Victoria Flores
 victoria@firstchristian-chat.com
Financial Assistant .........................................................Andrea McCurdy
 finance@firstchristian-chat.com
Music Director ................................................................ Ismael Sandoval
 ismael@firstchristian-chat.com
Organist ............................................................................ Dr. Sarah Harr
 drsarahharr@gmail.com
General Church email ............................. church@firstchristian-chat.com
Website .........................................................www.firstchristian-chat.com
Facebook .....................................www.facebook.com/FCC.Chattanooga
Instagram .................................... www.instagram.com/firstchristianchatt/
Twitter ................................................. www.twitter.com/fcc_chattanooga
Address ...............................650 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37403
Phone Number .................................................................. 423-267-4506
Office Hours ............................................ Monday-Thursday 10 am-2 pm
Bridge Newsletter Deadline ...............................................Monday, 7 pm

Birthdays
March 
4 Tricia Dyer
5 Ruby Lewis
7 David Floyd 
10 Phil Summerlin 
11 Janice Floyd 
14 Mark Calvert-Rosenberger,  
 Will Wylie
15 Harriet Sutton
17 Kai Wiisanen 
19 Kent Smithson
21 Marcia Fletcher, Elizabeth Hodges
22 Ashlee Hubbard-Heitz
25 David Cass, David Fleury  
26 Thomas Auten, Noah Coleman
30 Larry Kirby

Birthday Not Listed? Contact  Us! 


